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DEZINFORMACIJAS UN SAZVERESTIBU
PETIJUMU TEORETISKAS PIEEJAS

Vita Zelce

g vita.zelce@lu.ly
ORCID: https://orcid.org/OOOO—0002—5169—8862

Latvijas Zinatnes padomes fundamentalo un lietisko pétijumu programmas pro-
jekta “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pie-
redzes parlakosana” merkis ir starpdisciplinara griezuma pétit dezinformacijas
un sazveérestibu véstijumu vietu Latvijas informacijas telpa, ka ari tas ietekmi uz
cilvéku dzivi, veselibu, drosibu un labklajibu, iztirzajot Latvijas sabiedribas piere-
dzi 20. gadsimta totalitarisma laikmeta un perioda péc neatkaribas atgtisanas, un
izvértét dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditos riskus masdienu demokratijai un
tas vértibam. Projekts tiek istenots divos virzienos: 1) véstures pétijumi veltiti dez-
informacijas plasmu un sazvérestibu dinamikai kops 20. gadsimta 30. gadu vidus,
kad Latvija parstaja bat demokratiska valsts un piedzivoja divu totalitaru rezimu
okupaciju; 2) musdienu pétijumi, kuros tiek analizéta dezinformacijas un sazve-
restibu esamiba Latvijas informativaja telpa, it ipasi digitalajos medijos. Projekta
isteno$ana tika sakta pirms Covid-19 raditas krizes un tas iniciéto dezinformaci-
jas un sazvérestibu teoriju uzplaukuma. Neapsaubami, §is norises ir ietekméjusas
pétijjuma meérkus un tematiku, likusas modificét pétijuma jautajumus. Vérojams,
ka pédéja desmitgadé akadémiskas literaturas klasts par dezinformaciju un strauji
aug un proliferé. Ar terminu “dezinformacija” tiek apziméta nepatiesa, nepreciza
un/vai maldinosa informacija, kas radita, pasniegta, izplatita un popularizéta, lai
t18i nodaritu kaitéjumu sabiedribai un/vai gatu pelnu (EC 2018). Ta var ietvert ne-
patiesas zinas un maksligi raditus dokumentalos formatus, ka ari vél rafinétakas
dezinformésanas metodes, pieméram, neistu karogu un simbolu lietoanu, nepre-
cizus un/vai viltotus ietekmigu personu cité¢jumus, izdomatus notikumus un sa-
gudrotus stastus, kurus tilik nodod “uzticami laudis”. Sie lidzekli apzinati veicina
dezinformacijas izplatibu, jau stratégiski nodrosina sistematiskakus autoritativas
informacijas plismas traucéjumus un maldina sabiedribu, kas to patéré, budama
parliecinata par $is informacijas ticamibu (Bennett, Livingston 2018; Tandor et al.
2019). Cina ar dezinformaciju ir viens no prioritarajiem Eiropas Savienibas insti-
taciju uzdevumiem. Eiropadome tie$saisté istenotas dezinformacijas kampanas at-
zina ka apdraudéjumu 2015. gada, izvértéjot Krievijas Federacijas dezinformacijas
kampanu ietekmi uz sabiedribu. 2018. gada decembri Eiropas Komisija pienéma
“Ricibplanu pret dezinformaciju”, kura uzdevums - bez kavésanas sakt darbibas,
lai pasargatu Eiropas Savienibas (ES) iedzivotajus pret dezinformaciju. Ari viens
no Latvijas mediju politikas galvenajiem uzdevumiem ir medijpratibas veicinasana,
tadéjadi radot priek$noteikumus dezinformacijas ietekmes mazinaganai (Kultaras
ministrija 2016).

Dezinformacijas plasmu izpratné svariga nozime ir ari sazvérestibas teorétiska-
jam pieejam. Akadémiskaja aprité tas ka sociali nozimigas problémas iztirzajums
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nonaca 20. gadsimta 50.-60. gados, kad to aktualizéja filozofs Karls Popers (Pop-
per [1952] 2011). Sazvérestibas teorijas un ticiba tam ir bijusi izplatita visa cilvéces
véstures gaita, to rafanas un uzplaukuma periodi allaz saistami ar socialas krizes
situacijam. To laika sabiedriba norisinas kardinalas parmainas, kas daudziem
sagrauj lidz tam pastavéjuso prieksstatu par varas struktiram, socialas uzvedi-
bas normam, maina konkrétu cilvéku un socialo grupu vértéjumu. Sazvérestibas
teoriju analize sniedz zinasanas par to, ka sabiedriba konkréta valsti, regiona vai
pasaules dala veidojusi attiecibas ar savu vésturi, kada bijusi tas sociala un gariga
stabilitate, ka ta pardzivojusi krizes. Ticiba sazvérestibam ir izteikta dezinforma-
cijas pavadosa paradiba (pieméram, Heins 2007; Sustein, Vermeule 2009; Dentith
2018; Butter, Knight 2000). Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibas teoriju satura, izpla-
tiSanas kanalu un ietekmes pétijjumu uzmanibas centra izteikti ir Donalda Trampa
(Donald Trump) ievélésana ASV prezidenta amata 2016. gada un breksits (Brexit)
2017. gada (pieméram, Evans, Menon 2017; Kakutani 2018; Hellinger 2019). Pro-
tams, pasreiz Ipasi aktuali ir pétfjumi par dezinformaciju un sazvérestibas teorijam
Covid-19 raditaja krizes situacija (pieméram, Fuchs 2021; Lilleker et al. 2021). Plass
literattiras klasts veltits ari $o fenomenu uzplaukumiem noteiktu véstures norisu
laika un to vélakas interpretacijas, pieméram, nacistu antisemitiskajai politikai un
holokaustam, Dzona Kenedija (John Kennedy) slepkavibai, 2001. gada 11. septem-
bra uzbrukumam ASV (pieméram, Ezergailis 2005; Prooijen, Douglas 2017; Fay
2019). Nesenais digitalo mediju uzplaukums un dezinformacijas izplatiba radijusi
nopietnus izaicinajumus liberalajai demokratijai, tostarp uzticibas kritumu Zurna-
listikai un mediju institacijam, manipulacijas [emumpienemsanas procesos, toksis-
kuma pieaugumu tiessaistes komunikacija (Culloty, Suiter 2021). Dezinformacija
un sazvérestibas ne tikai apdraud cilvéku veselibu, drosibu un labklajibu, zinasanas
balstitas sabiedribas esamibas normativus, bet ari ir labvéligas populisma un radi-
kalu ideologiju uzplaukumam.

Atslégvardi: dezinformacija, sazvérestibas teorijas, sociala krize, dezinformacijas
un sazvérestibu vésture, draudi drosibai

Atsauces

Bennett, W. L., Livingston, S. (2018). The Disinformation Order: Disruptive Communication and
the Decline of Democratic Institutions. European Journal of Communication, 33(2), 122-139.
DOI: 10.1177/0267323118760317

Butter, M., Knight, P. (eds). (2000). Routledge Handbook of Conspiracy Theories. London: Routledge.

Culloty, E., Suiter, J. (2021). Disinformation and Manipulation in Digital Media: Information
Pathologies. London; New York: Routledge.

Dentith, MR. X. (2018). Expertise and Conspiracy Theories. Social Epistemology, 32(3), 196-208.
DOI: 10.1080/02691728.2018.1440021

EC (2018). A Multi-Dimensional Approach to Disinformation. Report of the Independent High level
GrouponFakeNewsand Online Disinformation.Brussels: European Commission. Retrieved from:
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-
fake-news-and-online-disinformation

Evans, G., Menon, A. (2017). Brexit and British Politics. Cambridge: Polity Press.

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parluko3ana” 6


https://datubazes.lanet.lv:4876/10.1177/0267323118760317
DOI: 10.1080/02691728.2018.1440021
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-fake-news-and-online-disinformation
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/final-report-high-level-expert-group-fake-news-and-online-disinformation

Ezergailis, A. (2005). Nazi/Soviet disinformation about the Holocaust in Nazi-Occupied Latvia:
Daugavas Vanagi - who are they? Riga: Latvijas 50 gadu okupacijas muzeja fonds.
Fay, B. (2019). The Nazi Conspiracy Theory: German Fantasies and Jewish Power in the Third
Reich. Library & Information History, 35(2), 75-97. DOI: 10.1080/17583489.2019.1632574
Fuchs, C. (2021). Communicating Covid-19. Everyday Life, Digital Capitalism, and Conspiracy
Theories in Pandemic Times. Bingley: Emerald Publishing.

Heins, V. (2007). Critical Theory and the Traps of Conspiracy Thinking. Philosophy ¢ Social
Criticism, 33(7), 787-801. DOI: 10.1177/0191453707081675

Hellinger, D. C. (2019). Conspiracies and Conspiracy Theories in the Age of Trump. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan.

Kakutani, M. (2018). The Death of Truth: Notes on Falsehood in the Age of Trump. New York: Tim
Duggan Books.

Kultaras ministrija (2016). Latvijas mediju politikas pamatnostadnes 2016.-2020. gadam. Izgits
no: http://www.km.gov.lv/lv/starpnozares/lidzdaliba/pazMedPol_plan_Pamatnost.html

Lilleker, D., Coman, I. A., Gregor. M., Novelli, E. (eds). (2021). Political Communication and
Covid-19. Governance and Rhetoric in Times of Crisis. London; New York: Routledge.

Popper, K. R. ([1952] 2011). The Open Society and Its Enemies. 2" ed. London: Routledge.

Prooijen, J.-W. van, Douglas, K. M. (2017). Conspiracy Theories as Part of History: The Role of
Societal Crisis Situations. Memory Studies, 10(3), 323-333. DOI: 10.1177/1750698017701615

Tandoc Jr., E. C,, Lim, D,, Ling, R. (2019). Diffusion of Disinformation: How Social Media Users
Respond to Fake News and Why. Journalism, 1-18. DOI: 10.1177/1464884919868325

Vermeule, A., Sunstein, C. (2009). Conspiracy Theories: Causes and Cures. Journal of Political
Philosophy, 17,202-227. DOI: 10.1111/.1467-9760.2008.00325.x

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parliko3ana” 7


DOI: 10.1080/17583489.2019.1632574 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0191453707081675
http://www.km.gov.lv/lv/starpnozares/lidzdaliba/pazMedPol_plan_Pamatnost.html
https://doi.org/10.1177/1750698017701615
https://datubazes.lanet.lv:4876/10.1177/1464884919868325
DOI: 10.1111/j.1467-9760.2008.00325.x

THEORETICAL APPROACHES TO DISINFORMATION
AND CONSPIRACY RESEARCH

Vita Zelce

< vita.zelce@lu.ly
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5169-8862

The goal of project “Jeopardizing Democracy through Disinformation and Con-
spiracies: Reconsidering Experience of Latvia,” a programme of Fundamental and
Applied Research Projects by the Latvian Council of Science, is to study the role
of disinformation and conspiracy theories in Latvia’s information environment
from an interdisciplinary perspective as well as to look at how these influence the
lives, health, security and welfare of people. The study will discuss the experience
of Latvia’s society during the 20t century, the age of totalitarianism and the period
after the restoration of independence. Another aim is to evaluate the risks which
disinformation and conspiracy theories cause to present-day democracy and its
values. There are two areas of research. First, historical research will examine the
flow of disinformation and the trends of trust in conspiracies since the mid-1930s,
when Latvia was no longer a democratic country and subsequently experienced oc-
cupation by two totalitarian powers. Second, the project will focus on the presence
of disinformation and conspiracy theories in the present-day Latvian information
environment, particularly in the digital media. It should be noted that the project
was launched before the Covid-19 crisis and the flourishing of related disinforma-
tion and conspiracy theories. Undoubtedly, these developments have influenced
the aims and issues of the research, leading to additional research questions. The
range of academic literature on disinformation has been growing and proliferat-
ing rapidly in the last decade. The term “disinformation” conceptually means false,
inaccurate or misleading information designed, presented and promoted intention-
ally for profit or in order to harm the public (EC 2018, 10). This can include false
news and simulated documentary formats, or it can involve subtler methods such
as false flag and symbol operations, feeding inaccurate quotes or stories to innocent
intermediaries or knowingly amplifying biased and/or misleading information. Re-
search of disinformation calls for a look at more systematic disruptions of authori-
tative information flows due to strategic deceptions that may appear very credible
to those consuming them (Bennett, Livingston 2008; Tandoc et al. 2019). The battle
against disinformation is a priority for the institutions of the European Union. In
2015, with the discovery of Russian campaigns of malice information, the European
Council first recognised the threat of online disinformation. In December 2018, the
European Commission approved an “Action Plan Against Disinformation,” which
calls for urgent and immediate action to protect the Union, its institutions and its
citizens, against disinformation. In Latvia, too, a key issue for media policies is to
facilitate media literacy, as a precondition for the lessening of the influence of disin-
formation (Ministry of Culture 2016).
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Also of importance are theoretical approaches to conspiracies that are applica-
ble to the current situation. In academic circles, a discussion of this public problem,
initiated by Popper ([1952]2011), appeared in the 1950s and 1960s. Conspiracy theo-
ries have been prevalent throughout human history, and the periods during which
they have appeared and flourished have been linked to social crisis situations. These
can be described as impactful and of rapid social change, situations that calls estab-
lished power structures, norms of conduct and even the existence of specific people
or groups into question. Analysis of conspiracy theories can offer an idea about how
people in a specific country, region or section of the world remember and mentally
represent historical events and existing lives. Trust in conspiracies is a distinct phe-
nomenon which accompanies disinformation (e. g., Heins 2007; Sustein, Vermeule
2009; Dentith 2018; Butter, Knight 2000). The current centre of attention in such
research, regarding the content of disinformation, the channels whereby it is spread
and the extent to which people are influenced by it, relates to the election of Donald
Trump in 2016 and the Brexit situation in 2017 (e. g., Evans, Menon 2017; Kakutani
2018; Hellinger 2019). Of course, research of these phenomena in the Covid-19 crisis
is particularly relevant (e. g., Fuchs 2021; Lilleker et al. 2021). Yet this phenomenon
also relates to historical events, such as the anti-Semitic policies of the Nazis and
the Holocaust, the assassination of JFK and 9/11 (e. g., Ezergailis 2005; Prooijen,
Douglas 2017; Fay 2019). Recent advances in digital media have created new and
serious challenges against liberal democracy. Challenges that include the spread of
disinformation, a declining trust of journalism and the media, increasing manipu-
lation of decision-making processes as well as an increasing toxicity of the internet
(Culloty, Suiter 2021). Disinformation and conspiracies endanger human health, se-
curity, welfare, and the existence of a knowledge-based society. Such adverse effects
are favorable for the spread of populism and radical theories.

Keywords: disinformation, conspiracy theories, social crises, history of disinfor-
mation and conspiracies, security threats
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Masdienu laikmetu raksturo loti plass pieejamas informacijas apjoms, un tikai
pasu cilvéku inteligences, zinasanu un sapratnes baze lauj taja plisma neapmal-
dities. Ieziméjas virziens — ar Sodienas terminu un aktualitasu starpniecibu labak
izprast véstures norises, un otradi — no véstures giitas atzinas lietot Sodienas dzi-
vé. Informacijas un dezinformacijas jautajumi ir ipasi aktuali Sobrid, kad ar tiem
saskaramies gan ikdienas dzivé, izvértéjot zinu avotus par aktualam sabiedribas
témam, gan plasaka konteksta, jo vairakas valstis turpina iek$éjo informativo
cenziiru, dezinformacijas radiSanu, apzinatu manipulaciju ar cilvékiem. Pasreiz,
raugoties véstures zinatnes devuma, var sacit, ka 1941. gada 14. junija deportaci-
jas ir labi izpétitas, fikséti fakti — gan pavélu seciba, gan notikumu gaita, balstoties
saglabataja dokumentacija un aculiecinieku liecibas —, publicéti deportéto saraksti,
gramatas izdoti cietu$o atminu stasti. Latvijas Okupacijas muzeja (LOM) krajuma
no 2422 videoliecibam 240 ir $aja akcija deportéto liecibas, papildus vél daudzas ci-
tas filmétajas mutvardu véstures intervijas minéts $is notikums un ta sekas cilvéku,
vina gimenes un tuvinieku dzivé. Aculiecinieku stastijumi lauj izpétit, ko zinaja vai
nezinaja Latvijas iedzivotaji par 1941. gada 14. junija deportaciju, kadas bija infor-
métibas vai nezinasanas sekas. Pétijuma avotu baze ir LOM videoliecibu kolekcija.
Sava zinojuma péc veiktas aculiecinieku véstjjumu analizes ieziméju septinus de-
portacijas norises informacijas cirkulacijas un konteksta atslégpunktus:

1. Slepenas informacijas noplide: dazu represivo jeb varas iestazu darbinieku
individualie lémumi - deportéjamo bridinasana, ieteik§ana bégt, nebat majas.

2. Gatavo$anas akcijai: vai cilveki pasi, proti, “vienkarsie laudis”, varéja kaut ko
manit, dzirdét, zinat pirms deportacijas norises?

3. Informacija izstti$anas bridi: kur un ka tiek cilvéki “panemti”, kada valoda,
kada emocionala toni ar viniem tiek runats, cik laika sagatavoties, kas viniem
tiek teikts/neteikts, ko dzird, ko saprot, ka atkariba no pateikta un saprasta ri-
kojas cietusais.

4. Virie$u noskir§ana un $is noskirSanas skaidrojumi: apzinata dezinformacija
ka represivas sistémas nepiecie$amiba, lai izdotos akcija; kas tika teikts depor-
tétajiem, ka cietusie reagéja, un kadas bija sekas, ka reagéja tie nedaudzie virie-
$i un vinu gimenes, kurus nenoskira represivo iestazu parstavju kladas dél.

5. Bég$anas méginajumi: stingras apsardzes dél un bailu iespaida tie praktiski
nebija iespéjami, tacu ir vairakas liecibas gan par neveiksmigiem, gan veiksmi-
giem izglabsanas gadjjumiem, turklat vairaki no tiem saistiti ar Jelgavas staciju.

6. Papildu mantu, partikas iedo$ana vagona: lai ari deportacija bija slepena akci-
ja, tomer tad, kad radus, draugus aizveda uz vagoniem, diezgan atri izplatijas
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zinas, kur tiek forméti izsttito eSeloni. Dabiska bija tuvinieku vélme aiziet un
aiznest papildu apgérbu, mantas. Videoliecibu kratuvé glabajas stasti par no-
klaganu vai nenoklasanu lidz $iem vagoniem un papildu mantu sanemsanu
vai nesanemsanu.

7. Zilésanas un sapnu nozime: ikviena vésturisko parmainu, nezinas laikmeta
pastiprinas ezoteriska informacija, kadu noteiktu zimju un paradibu nozi-
me, kam cilvéks pievér§ uzmanibu. Ari §1 videoliecibas rodama informacija
vésta par deportaciju uztveri un emocijam, ka ari to ietver$anu konkrétas
personas dzives pa$narativa. Pieméram, kada aculieciniece atceréjas: “Fin-
kam, ka par brinumu, bija mugura kazoks, un vinam bija velteni siltie pa-
dusé. Vai vinam bija teikts, kur vinu ved? Bet vin$ bija jau nodrosinajies
tam Sibirijas salam, kas mis visus sagaidija.” (Inta Praulina, dzim. Ruka
(OMF2300/131))

Saja pétijuma tiek analizétas 30 videoliecibas. Intervétas personas ir 1941. gada

14. junija deportétie, kuri izsttiSanas bridi bija 15-40 gadu veci. Tajas rodama infor-
macija, kas ieklaujas visos minétajos septinos atslégpunktos. Tadéjadi $ie materiali
ir pétami ar kvantitativo kontentanalizi, kuras rezultati laus iezimét galvenas aprité
esosas informacijas un dezinformacijas tendences. Izraudzito analizéjamo interviju
kopu veido pieaugus$o vai gandriz pieaugusu cilvéku liecibas, lidz ar to $aja pétijuma
netiks aplitkotas bérnu emocionalas traumas un uztveres ipatnibas. LOM videolieci-
bu kolekcija ir tikai viena 1941. gada 14. junija deportéta un uz ieslodzijumu Vjatlaga
nosutita viriesa lieciba, kas ir kvalificéjama ka tematiski atseviska unikala lieciba.
Lidz ar to pétljuma tiek iztirzats tikai nometinajuma nonakuso un izdzivojuso ska-
tjums. LOM krajuma ir ari deportéto, kuri izsatiSanas laika bija bérni un kuri vélak
neatgriezas Latvija, bet palika dzivot Krievijas PFSR, mutvardu véstures liecibas. Ari
§1s liecibas pagaidam pétijuma netiek izmantotas. Bez iezimétajiem septiniem atslég-
punktiem talaka pétnieciba var tikt pievérsta uzmaniba ari deportéto informétibai
par Vacijas-PSRS kara sakumu, proti, vai vini un ka uzzina vai neuzzina par $o no-
tikumu, vai vini zina, kas notiek ar at$kirtajiem virie$iem, ka notiek sazina, sarakste
ar Latvija palikusajiem radiem, draugiem péc otrreizéjas Latvijas okupacijas, kada ir
informacija par legalo un nelegalo bérnu atgriesanos Latvija, bég$anas iespéjam, vai
1941. gada deportétie zinaja par 1949. gada 25. marta deportaciju, ka cirkuléja infor-
macija par atbrivo$anu un atgrieSanos/neatgrieSanos Latvija. Kopuma jau tagad, kad
ir veikta tikai dala ieceréta pétijuma, var sacit, ka informétibai un/vai nezinasanai
par notiekoso, kas cilvékam bija izsiitiSanas laika 1941. gada 14. janija un tas norises
talaka gaita, bija butiska nozime vinu dzive, it ipasi pirmajos nometinajuma gados.
Lielakajai dalai liecibu sniedzéju dezinformacijas raditas psihologiskas un emocio-
nalas traumas ir saglabajusas lidz pat miza nogalei, tada veida iespaidojot ari vélaka
dziveé pienemtos vai nepienemtos lémumus.

Atslegvardi: deportacija, informacija, dezinformacija, videolieciba, trauma
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In current times, it is typical that we have a large amount of information available to
us and that only the intelligent, knowledge and understanding, among us can avoid
confusion. Questions regarding trustworthy sources, of information and disinfor-
mation, are current, modern, issues. But what was it like during different historical
periods and events, how did people deal with information in the 20t century? A
tragic moment in the history of Latvia is the June 14", 1941, mass deportations—the
first Soviet mass deportation from the Baltic states. Among all the historical sources
related to these events, the different kinds of documents, the registers of deported
people, the many autobiographical works of survivor and more, there are also the
oral history testimonies of deportees and eyewitnesses in the archives of the Mu-
seum of the Occupation of Latvia. From a total of 2422 video testimonies that have
been stored in that Archive, there are 240 testimonies of individuals deported in
1941 as well as the important recollections of eyewitnesses. These testimonials not
only allow researchers the opportunity to see this historical event from the perspec-
tive of ordinary people, they give us insights into understanding how much, if at all,
people knew about the Soviet deportations before June 1941. They allow researchers
to observe how much information, and of what kind, was provided during these
events and the consequent days. In this abstract, following an analysis of eyewitness
accounts, the study highlights seven key points in the circulation and context of the
information available regarding the deportation process:

1. Leakage of secret information: warnings of possible deportations from
people who worked for the Soviet repressive authorities.

2. Shortly before the deportation: before the events, something suspicious was
noticed (wagons, trucks, etc.) and what were people’s interpretations of the-
se abnormalities?

3. The information attained during the initial round up of victims from their
homes: where and how people were taken, what language were they provi-
ded an explanation in, if at all, what was the emotional tone of that explana-
tion, how much time was allotted for them to prepare, what were they told,
what they heard and what they understood?

4. The separation of families: Soviet disinformation provided about families,
that they would be reunited at the end of the trip, and the consequences of
the exceptions that it created.

5. Opportunities for escape: Because of an all-round fear held by the deportees
and a strong system to guard them, it was almost impossible to escape from
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the wagons. Yet, there were several possibilities, some attempts and even one
successful escapee. Three of the four known testimonies, regarding escape
attempts, place them at Jelgava station.

6. Possibilities to provide extra food or clothes to deportees in the wagons
from outside: Although the deportation was a secret operation, relatives and
friends of deportees noticed what was taking place. The news spread quite
quickly, and relatives went to the railway stations to try and provide more
food, to take babies from wagons, etc.

7. 'The importance of foreboding, fortune-telling, cartomancy, dreams: The
relevance given to nontraditional information sources, and to the secret me-
anings of different kind of signs, were not unprecedented in everyday life.
Therefore, before and during the deportation, even during the many years
in forced resettlements, such sources were often given special attention. For
many survivors, they helped them get through their life’s darkest hours.

The researcher is currently analysing 30 video testimonies of deportees who
were at the age of 15-40 years at the time of their deportation. The main focus in
this research is on these seven key moments, but there could be more aspects and
moments to be analyzed. For example, if and how deportees came to know about
the Germany-USSR war and what did they think about it; how wives got infor-
mation about their husbands; communication, correspondence, with relatives and
friends who remained in Latvia after the second occupation; the legal/illegal return
of children to Latvia in 1946; the opportunities for escape; knowledge of those de-
ported in 1941 about the second Soviet mass deportation, of March 25% 1949; in-
formation that relates to the release of deportees and their return to Latvia. As the
Museum’s collection of video testimonies about the Deportation of 1941 contains
only one interviewee who survived Vyatlag (camp), the researcher has analyzed the
testimonies of those people who were in the forced resettlements but not in GU-
LAG camps. Concluding this abstract, it can be noted that the more information
people not only knew but truly understood on June 14'h, 1941, the better prepared
they were for the harsh circumstances they faced. The more they understood their
fate, the greater were their chances for surviving. This holds true especially in their
first years of deportation. Furthermore, it can be said that the psychological and
emotional trauma caused by disinformation have been permanent for most of these
interviewees, it was often held until the end of their lives.

Keywords: deportation, information, disinformation, video testimony, trauma
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Latvijas 20. gadsimta veésturi tiesi ietekmeéja politiskie procesi Eiropa, kuru dél valsts
zaudéja savu neatkaribu 1940. gada, kad to, balstoties uz 1939. gada 23. augusta no-
slégto Molotova-Ribentropa paktu ar slepeno papildprotokolu, okupéja Padomju
Socialistisko Republiku Savieniba (PSRS, ari - Padomju Savieniba). Atkartots Pa-
domju Savienibas okupacijas rezims Latvijas teritorija atsakas 1944./1945. gada.
PSRS okupacijas rezima represiju sistémas sastavdala bija arl masveida iedzivota-
ju deportacijas 1941. un 1949. gada. 1949. gada 25. marta deportacijas akcijas, kas
saucas “Krasta banga” un vienlaikus norisinajas Latvijas PSR, Lietuvas PSR un
Igaunijas PSR, mérkis bija pabeigt regiona sakto sovetizaciju un aktivas brunotas
pretestibas likvidaciju. 1949. gada 25. marta un turpmakajas dienas no Latvijas te-
ritorijas maZa nometinajuma uz attaliem Krievijas PFSR apgabaliem tika izsatiti
42 125 iedzivotaji. Ta ka operacija bija ieceréta slepena, ir loti svarigi novértét infor-
macijas apjomu, kas cirkuléja sabiedriba. Informacijas noplasanu pavisam noteikti
veicinaja lielais operacijas isteno$ana iesaistito cilvéku skaits, tiek lésts, ka bijusi
iesaistiti 76 212 cilveki. Lidz $im pétijumos apskatita deportacijas norise visa Latvi-
ja un analizéti dati par atseviskiem Latvijas regioniem, statistiski aplakojot to, kas
bija deportétie iedzivotaji, balstoties uz arhivu lietam par deportacijam. Konferencé
prezentétaja referata ka pamata avots izmantotas videoliecibas ar cilvékiem, kuri
bijusi $a vésturiska notikuma aculiecinieki vai lidzdalibnieki dazadas pakapés, tada
veida pievérsot uzmanibu videoliecibam ka avotam deportaciju pétnieciba, kas vai-
rak apliko to informétibas un dezinformacijas limeni, kas valdija sabiedriba, ari
starp cilvékiem, kas bija tie$i iesaistiti deportacijas akcijas istenos$ana. Prezentacija
sagatavota, balstoties uz Latvijas Okupacijas muzeja (LOM) Audiovizualo materia-
lu kratuvé atrodamajam videoliecibam. No kopéja krajuma, kura ir 2421 videolie-
ciba, 630 videoliecibas intervétie ir piedzivojusi izsutianu no Latvijas 1949. gada
25. marta deportacijas laika. Kopéjais videoliecibu skaits, kuras $i deportacija tiek
pieminéta, proti, cilvéki bijusi tas aculiecinieki, lidzdalibnieki vai jau dzimusi no-
metinajuma deportétajiem cilvékiem, ir lielaks. Sobrid $adu liecibu skaits vél nav
precizi fikséts. Deportacijam ka vésturiskiem notikumiem uzmaniba tiek pievérsta
katru gadu, tas vairak aktualizéjot uz deportaciju atceres “apalajaim” gadadienam.
Videoliecibu vaksana no cilvékiem, kuri pasi deportéti, piedzivojusi deportaciju ka
aculiecinieki vai bijusi iesaistiti operacijas isteno$ana, ir ipasi aktuala, jo vini jau ir
loti veci. Paliek arvien mazak cilvéku, kuri pasi var pastastit par $iem notikumiem.
Attiecigi témas, kas skar deportacijas norisi no aculiecinieku un lidzdalibnieku
skatupunkta, nav plasi izvérstas. Méginajums izmantot videoliecibas ka avotus pa-
plasina 1949. gada 25. marta deportacijas pétniecibas lauku.
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Zinojuma izmantotas videoliecibas rada, kada informacija pirms pasas depor-
tacijas norises cirkuléja sabiedriba, pieméram, Ausma Otilija Sulce (1933-2007)
minéja, ka galvenais nebija deportéjamo saraksta ieklautais uzvards, bet kopéjais
deportéjamo skaits, kas bija nepiecieSams. Tapat ir dazadi nostasti par to, kapéc
kada gimene izsutita vai - tiesi pretéji — izvairijusies no izsatijuma. Pieméram,
Maiga Fridvalde (dz. 1926) stasta, ka vinas vira gimene nav tikusi deportéta, jo
tobrid virs atradies dienesta Padomju armija, kaut ari vinu gimenes loceklu vardi
un uzvardi bija atrodami deportéjamo sarakstos. Pasas deportacijas istenosanas
operacijas slepenums izpaudas ta, ka operacijas istenotaji lidz pat pédéjam bridim
deportacijas isteno$ana iesaistitos cilvékus neinforméja par to, kas sagaidams.
Ta, pieméram, kravas automasinas Soferis Arvids Kazmanis (dz. 1928) stasta, ka
lidz pédéjam bridim nav zinajis par patiesiba veicamajiem uzdevumiem nakti no
24. uz 25. martu. Uzzinot, kas $aja nakti darams, vin$ baidijies atteikties no uzde-
vuma izpildes, uztraucoties par savu un savas gimenes iespéjamu izstitiSanu. Pretéji
rikojas Pauls Pihelis (1918-2008), kurs$ izvairijas no dosanas uz dzimto Dundagas
pagastu, kur vin$ tika norikots ka viens no operacijas Istenotajiem. Pret P. Piheli
tika safabricétas apstadzibas, un par nepaklausanos rikojumam vinam piesprieda
divu gadu cietumsodu. Sis divas epizodes rada, ka bailes atteikties no pienakumu
izpildes tiesi varéja ietekmét cilvéku turpmako dzivi. Tapat bija cilveki, kas depor-
tacijas bridi atradas atseviski no gimenes, un vinu liktenis dazas epizodés bija at-
$kirigs. Pieméram, Gunars Strazdin$ (1928-2016) brivpratigi pieteicas izsati$anai,
jo ceréja, ka varés pievienoties savai gimenei. Ta gan nenotika, vins$ cela devas ar
pédéjo eSelonu, kura atradas no dazadam Latvijas vietam pievestie deportéjamie
cilvéki, kuri deportacijas bridi nebija kopa ar gimeném vai tika vélak atrasti, vai -
lidzigi ka Gunars - pasi brivpratigi pieteicas. Faktors, kas veicinaja $o brivpratigo
pieteik$anos izsaitisanai, atklaj vél vienu tému, ko biitu nepiecie§ams padzilinatak
pétit, — ta ir sabiedribas attieksme pret cilvékiem, kas kaut kada veida spéja no iz-
sttljuma izvairities vai arl pienéma lémumu brivpratigi nepievienoties izsttitajiem
gimenes locekliem. Pieméram, Vilnis Bergmanis (dz. 1936) stasta, ka uz majam
regulari nakusi meklét kaut ko nelegalu, bet Rusovu gimenes bérni sakotnéji netika
pienemti atpakal skola, un pieaugusajiem gimenes locekliem liedza iespéju stradat.
Aplakojot videoliecibas, kuras 1949. gada 25. marta deportacija apskatita no acu-
liecinieku vai lidzdalibnieku perspektivas, redzams, ka tému loks, kas iztirzajams,
pétot deportaciju, ir plasaks. Viena no mazpétitam témam ir sabiedribai pieejama
informacija un dezinformacija par deportacijas norisi, tas istenotajiem un upuriem.
Tapat jaturpina iemuzinat 20. gadsimta 40. gadu aculiecinieku véstijumus, lai vinu
atminas nonaktu véstures liecibu kratuvés un batu izmantojamas turpmakajos pé-
tijumos.

Atslégvardi: 1949. gada 25. marta deportacija, videoliecibas, informacija, dezinfor-
macija, sabiedriba, lidzdaliba
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The state of Latvia during the 20" of century was directly influenced by the political
processes happening throughout Europe. As a result, Latvia lost its independence
in 1940, when it was occupied by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR, So-
viet Union). Latvia was occupied a second time by the USSR in 1944/1945. An im-
portant factor of the totalitarian states repressive system was the mass deportations
implemented in 1941 and 1949 in the Latvian SSR. The aim of the mass deportation
of March 25%, 1949, or operation “Priboi” (operation “Coastal Surf,” which was
executed at the same time in the Latvian SSR, as in the Lithuanian SSR and Esto-
nian SSR), was to finish the process of “sovietization,” initiated already in 1941, and
to eliminate the existing armed resistance movement. During the mass deportation
of March 1949, 42 125 people were deported from the territory of Latvia to Siberia,
without the right to return to their motherland. While the operation was meant to
be secret, it is important to evaluate the information and disinformation known
by society. The amount of information known by society was directly related to
the amount of people involved in executing the operation; historians tell us that in
the Latvian SSR the number of people involved in the operation was 76 212 people.
Utilizing archival documents, to date, researchers have looked at the deportation
process throughout Latvia and analyzed data on the individual regions of Latvia,
statistically looking at the composition of the deported population.

In Latvia, these deportations are commemorated every year. As the age of direct
witnesses is growing, gathering testimonies from those people who were deported,
experienced deportations as eyewitnesses or had participated in their implementa-
tion is important. Less and less people remain who can talk about those events as
direct witnesses, as victims or perpetrators of these crimes. Accordingly, the top-
ics of deportation from the point of view of eyewitnesses and accomplices has not
garnered wide-rage academic study. Yet, the use of video testimonies as a source
expands the research field of the March 25, 1949, deportation, allowing for the in-
clusion of sources that present the viewpoint of eyewitnesses. The primary sources
utilized for the paper presented at the conference were the oral history testimonies
available at the Audiovisual archive of the Museum of the Occupation of Latvia.
These testimonies contain not only life stories of the deportees but also stories of
eyewitnesses and participants. Thus, by focusing on video evidence as a source in
deportation research, this study looks at the level of awareness and misinformation
that prevailed in society, including among those directly involved in the deporta-
tion operation. From a total of 2421 video testimonies in the Museum’s archive, ap-
proximately 630 testimonies are of the victims of the March 25, 1949, deportation.

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parliko3ana” 18



The total number of video testimonies where the deportation of March 1949 is
mentioned is not yet fixed, as this number also includes the people who were eye-
witnesses, participants, persons who were born at the places of forced resettlement
and more.

The video evidence used in this report shows the kinds of information that cir-
culated in society before the deportation itself. For example, Ausma Otilija Sulce
(1933-2007) asserted that the main concern for the authorities was the amount of
people, not the names mentioned on the deportation lists. At the same time, there
are varying stories as to why families fell victim to, or avoided, deportation. For
example, Maiga Fridvalde (b. 1926) claims that the family of her husband was not
deported because he was serving in the Soviet Army at the time; while the fam-
ily name was on the list of deportees, they managed to avoid it. Additionally, the
secrecy of the operation was realized by restricting information to those involved in
its execution until the very last moment. For example, Arvids Kazmanis (b. 1928),
who was a truck driver, feared what would happen to his family, and himself, if he
refused to assist. At the same time, Paulis Pihels (1918-2008) was sentenced to two
years in prison for not going to Dundagas parish, where he was meant to participate
in the operation. These two episodes show that fear of refusing to participate in the
operation could impact the future of individuals and their families. At the same
time, there were family members who were not at home on the night of the deporta-
tion, resulting in a different destiny. For example, Gunars Strazdin$ (1928-2016)
voluntary applied for deportation because he thought that, in this way, he would be
reunited with his family. This did not happen. He was sent off with the last echelon,
which housed deportees brought from different parts of Latvia, who were not with
their families at the time of deportation and were later found, or, like Gunars, had
volunteered. This bring up one more topic which needs to be researched: the atti-
tude of the state and society to those who avoided deportation or chose not to apply
voluntary to meet their family members in forced resettlement. For example, Vilnis
Bergmanis (b. 1936) recalled that after his family avoided deportation, they still
were subject to regular visits in their home, where the authorities searched for pro-
hibited items. The children of the Rusovs family were not accepted back in school
and the adults could not find jobs. By considering the materials available to us in
the audiovisual archive of the Museum, materials from the point of view of eyewit-
nesses or participants, we are able to expand the topics of research in relation to the
March 1949 deportation. Not only do such sources provide historical information,
they also allow us to concentrate on the aspects of information and disinformation
known by society at that time. Parallel to such new fields of research, it remains
important that we continue to interview eyewitnesses, that their testimonies are
stored in Audiovisual archives for further research.

Keywords: deportation of March 25, 1949; videotestimony, information, disinfor-
mation, society, participation
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Ar jédzienu “kara dzemdinatie bérni” (children born of war, CBOW) tiek apziméti
bérni, kuriem viens no vecakiem ir kadas valsts vietéjais iedzivotajs, bet otrs — pie
arzemju militarajiem spékiem piederiga persona. Sis fenomens, tagad ari - vesela
pétniecibas joma, aptver un apvieno ne vien kontinentus, bet ari kontekstus (Lee
2017, 24). Péckara Latvija cilvéku bailes un varas terors bija visaptveross. Par to lie-
cina ari Latvijas “kara dzemdinato bérnu” pétijuma intervéto personu gimenu rici-
ba. No 38 intervijam ar cilvékiem, kuru tévi bija Tre$a reiha vai Padomju Savienibas
militarajos spékos dienosi cilveki, tikai septini atzina, ka represijas vinu gimenes
nav cietu$as. Savukart 31 intervétais jeb 81,5% no visiem respondentiem (tostarp
80% no intervétajiem, kuru gimenés bija “kara dzemdinatais bérns”, kura tévs -
padomju militarpersona) stastija, ka vinu gimenes ir skarusas dazadas represijas,
tostarp vinu piederigie tikusi nogalinati.

Sa zinojuma uzdevums nav iztirzat “kara dzemdinatos bérnus” ka Latvijas sa-
biedribas unikalu socialo grupu. Protams, ari citiem 20. gadsimta 40. gados gan
Latvija, gan arpus tas dzimuso paaudzes locekliem ir savi gimenes véstures stasti,
kuru siZeta linijas veido totalitarisma pieredzéto Sausmu racionalizacija. Turklat
$aja prezentacijas kopsavilkuma galvena uzmaniba netiek veltita pasiem izdzivo-
$anas stastiem un pieredzéta izskaidros$anai, bet gan tam, ka atminas ipatnibas var
ietekmeét $os stastus un ko (ne vien véstures faktus) var no tiem macities. Uzmani-
bas centra ir represijas izdzivojuso attiecibas ar saviem izdzivo$anas stastiem un to
ietekme uz vinu identitati.

Svarigi ir saprast “véstures” un “atminas” bitisko atskiribu, t. i, at8kiribu starp
nepielidzami precizajiem véstures faktiem un katra cilvéka identitaté balstito pa-
gatnes redzéjumu. Dzeimss Verés (Wertsch 2002), Aleida Asmane (Assmann 2011),
ka ari daudzi citi pétnieki norada, ka atmina gan individuala, gan kolektiva limeni
pirmam kartam ietver identitatei svarigo pagatnes dalu. Atskiriba no véstures tai
piemit organiska saikne ar vértibam un piedzivotajam emocijam. Atmina ka iden-
titates konstrukcija ir pagatnes saisinata versija, ko ietekmé tagadne un nakotnes
diktétas vajadzibas. Turklat atmina stiprina grupas identitati, nodrosina socialas
grupas kontinuitati un kultiiras vienotibu. Tadéjadi atmina ir selektiva, ta var pat
akceptét véstures izkroplojumus, ignorét faktus, ja tie ir pretruna ar identitates
vértibam un stabilitati. Tas janem veéra, pétot mutvardu véstures, ari Latvijas “kara
dzemdinato bérnu”, liecibas.

Faktiski §is pétnieku atzinas par identitates ietekmi uz mutvardu véstures avo-
tiem neapstrid iespéju Sajos materialos rast patiesas zinas par véstures norisém, bet
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rosina izsvért — kadu vél cita veida informaciju var iegat no $iem avotiem? Mut-
vardu véstures liecibas ietver informaciju, ka individi un grupas atceras véstures
notikumus un ka ar tiem identificéjas. Mutvardu véstures avoti nav jakvalificé ka
nedross véstures avots, bet gan - ka specifisks, apzinoties to saturisko ipatnibu un
darbam ar tiem izvéloties atbilsto§u metodologiju. Pastavigi jarékinas, ka mutvardu
véstures avoti var bat faktologiski nepilnigi, pat kladaini un vienlaikus - absolati
“patiesi” to cilvéku un socialo grupu vértéjuma, kuru identitate balstas $ajos pagat-
nes stastos.

Cilvéka psihologijai piemit tendence veidot jégpilnas saites starp pirmaja redzé-
juma $kietami nesaistito. Psihologs Klauss Konrads (Conrad 1958) $ai paradibai
devis apziméjumu “apofénija” (apophenia). Velak, it ipasi, ja represijam bijusi liela
ietekme uz cilveka dzivi, vin$/vina médz meklét notikusa racionalu skaidrojumu,
turklat ari tad, ja ta nav. Jans-Viljems van Proje (van Prooijen) un Karena M. Dug-
lasa (Douglas) sava darba “Conspiracy Theories as Part of History” (2017) apliko
saikni starp socialajam krizes situacijam un ticibu sazvérestibas teorijam. Vini ar
daudziem piemériem ilustré, ka krize veicina ticibu sazvérestibas teorijam. Pétnie-
ki uzsver: cilvéku psihologiska stavokla liecibas vésta, ka krizes laika piedzivotas
negativas sajitas — nenoteiktiba, bailes, nespéja kontrolét notiekoso - rada vélmi
atrast situacijas skaidrojumu. Tadéjadi krize izteikti pastiprina aplamu un meligu
skaidrojumu un sazveérestibu izplatibu. J.-V. van Proje un K. M. Duglasa ari norada,
ka krizes perioda tapusas sazvérestibu teorijas ar laiku var partapt par véstures na-
rativiem, kas pa dazadiem kultaras kanaliem izplatas un iesaknojas sabiedriba vai
noteiktas socialajas grupas.

Ari Latvijas “kara dzemdinato bérnu” gimenu atminu stastos par izdzivo$anu
un vajasanam totalitarisma var vérot nozimigu traumatisku notikumu racionali-
zaciju. Lai gan $ie skaidrojumi nav vienadojami ar sazvérestibas teorijam, tomér
ir konstatéjamas atseviskas lidzibas. Jaatzist, ka Latvijas “kara dzemdinato bérnu”
gimenu atmina vérojama slieksme vélak piedzivoto milzigo krizi nepamatoti ra-
cionalizét. Sada satura stasti tieam var izskaidrot izdzivo$anu nevis ka nejausibu,
bet gan ka konkréta céloni saknotu notikumu. Vienlaikus nevar apgalvot, ka visi
izdzivo$anas un/vai vajasanu skaidrojumi ir nepatiesi, tomeér atbilzu mekléjumi par
$iem gimeném arkartigi svarigajiem notikumiem dikté racionalizacijas nepieciesa-
mibu, neraugoties uz pieradijumu un patiesi dro$u faktu triakumu. Turklat $1 racio-
nalizacija parsvara tiek veikta, lai apstiprinatu $is grupas identitati. Tada veida sadi
izdzivo$anas un/vai vajasanas stasti dazkart partop par normativiem nostastiem
jeb legendam, kas stiprina grupas un/vai individualo identitati. Nostasti, ar kuru
palidzibu norisinas pagatnes izpratne, ir atstajusi un turpina atstat batisku ietekmi
uz “kara dzemdinato bérnu” gimenu dzivi un identitati. Domajams, ka tiem bis
liela nozime ari nakotné, jo Sie nostasti ir integréti gimenu atmina. Neraugoties uz
to, vai §1s atminas par izdzivo$anu ir patiesas vai nepatiesas, tas tiek nodotas talak
un tiek kopdalitas gimenei piederigo atminas grupa. Tadéjadi ar to starpniecibu $is
grupas locekli saprot pagatni, lieto savu identitati un definé savu nakotnes ricibu.
Atminas par izdzivo$anu un pieredzétajam $ausmam totalitarisma neatkarigi no
to zinatniska apstiprinajuma vai noraidijjuma funkcioné ka gimenu un individu
identitates dala.
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Veicot promocijas darba par “kara dzemdinatajiem bérniem” Latvija pétijumu,
praktiski nav iespéjams identificét pret konkréto gimeni vérsto represiju céloni. Nav
iespéjams noteikt, vai tas ir piemeérotas tiesi tapéc, ka bérna tévs ir bijis piederigs pie
nacistiskas Vacijas militarajiem spékiem vai ari gimene, kura ir “kara dzemdinatais
bérns”, vienkarsi tika paklauta masveida represijam tapat ka daudzas citas socialaja
un materialaja stavokli lidzigas gimenes, proti, bez kada konkréta iemesla. Tapat
nav iespéjams apgalvot, ka gimene tika pasargata no represijam, jo bérna izcelsme
tika slépta. Tacu var apgalvot, ka gimené rastie/izdomatie notikusa skaidrojumi
ietekméja to identitati un turpmako ricibu. Nav atrasti pilnigi drosi un faktos pa-
matoti pieradijumi, ka “kara dzemdinato bérnu” gimenes tika represétas tapéc, ka
bérna tévs bija vacu militarpersona. Tacu lielaka dala intervéto “kara dzemdinato
bérnu” ir parliecinati: ja vinu slépta izcelsme tiktu atmaskota, gimene tiktu repre-
séta. Tapéc tajas gimenés, kuras faktu par bérna tévu - vacu militarpersonu - sek-
migi slépa no padomju valsts administracijas, pieméram, viltojot dzims$anas datus,
lielakoties valda parlieciba, ka §i riciba vinus visus glaba no represijam.

Atslégvardi: “kara dzemdinatie bérni”, totalitarisms, gimenes atmina, trauma, kri-
zes situacija
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Children born of war (CBOW) are defined as children who are born to a local par-
ent and a member of a foreign military force. This is a phenomenon, and now also
a field of study, that spans continents as well as contexts (Lee 2017, 24). In post-
war Latvia fear and terror was all-encompassing: of all the subjects of the study
of CBOW in Latvia, from a total of 38 interviews of children of Third Reich (TR)
and Soviet (USSR) fathers, only 7 reported no repressions in their families. In other
words, 31 subjects, or 81.5% (this includes 80% of the USSR CBOW subjects), re-
ported state-led repressions, including murders, in their families. In a sense, this
abstract will not be looking at a phenomenon unique to CBOW in Latvia. That is,
family stories and rationalizations of surviving the horrors of totalitarianism can,
no doubt, be observed in other individuals of the same age cohort in Latvia and
beyond. Moreover, this summary will not focus on the stories and rationalizations
of survival themselves but on how such stories may be impacted by the peculiarities
of memory and what, other than historical facts, may be learned from such stories.
That is, the specifics of survival stories will not be discussed but their relationship
to, and possible impact on, identity will.

In this process, the essential distinction between history and memory must be
made; the difference between the cold hard facts of the past and a vison of the past
intrinsically linked to identity. James Wertsch (2002) and Aleida Assmann (2011),
as well as other researchers, tell us that memory pertains to visions of the past
linked to an identity construction, be it that of an individual or a group; unlike
history, memory has an organic connection to values and claims with emotional
investment. As an identity construction, memory is an abridged version of the past,
impacted by the present and motivated by the needs of the future. Furthermore,
memory sustains a group’s identity, making group continuity and cultural cohesion
possible. For this goal, memory is selective and runs the risk of distortions, even
ignoring facts, for the stability of identity. Such are the sources that oral history
studies, such as CBOW in Latvia, rely on. Essentiality, this brief discussion of how
identities may affect oral history sources is not meant to question the ability of such
sources to provide historical information, rather it is to highlight the other kinds
of information that such sources may provide. It is done to show how such sources
may offer important information not only on the events of the past themselves but
on how individuals and groups have come to remember and identify with such
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events. It is done not to cast a shadow on oral history testimonies as a source but
to highlight the difference between the facts of history and the facts of memory. To
bring a recognition that stories which may not be completely factual, nor verifiable,
are nonetheless ‘true’ to the individuals and groups that identify with them.

A tendency in human psychology to perceive meaningful connections between
seemingly unrelated things, has come to be coined apophenia by psychologist
Klaus Conrad (1958). In hindsight, especially for events of great significance in our
lives, humans tend to look for rational where it doesn’t necessarily exist. In their
work, Conspiracy Theories as Part of History, Jan-Willem van Prooijen and Karen
M. Douglas (2017) discuss the link between societal crisis situations and a belief in
conspiracy theories. They illustrate how societal crisis situations stimulate a belief
in conspiracy theories. They point to psychological evidence suggesting that the ad-
verse feelings that people experience when in crisis - uncertainty, fear and a lack of
control — motivate a need to make sense of the situation. Thus, such crisis increases
the likelihood of false rationalizations, of conspiracies. Furthermore, they tell us
that, after being formed, conspiracy theories can become historical narratives that
may spread through cultural transmission in society and groups.

Similarly, stories of survival or persecution in Latvian CBOW family memories,
in hindsight, often try to rationalize traumatic events of great importance. While,
of course, these rationalizations are different from a conspiracy theory, the inherent
similarities should also be noted. It should be recognized that, in a similar way,
immense crisis to the family memory group makes unfounded, after-the-fact, ra-
tionalizations more likely. That, such stories may explain inexplicable survival not
on pure chance, as may be the truth of the matter, but on some other more rational
forces. Not to say that rationalizations for survival and persecution cannot be true
but that such immensely important events in the family require explanation and,
when the gaps in understanding are left to be filled in, when rationalizations are
made despite a lack of evidence, it is done in ways that confirm group identity. Thus,
such stories often become normative tales that reinforce group and individual iden-
tity. Tales that seek to make sense of a past that has had such immense repercus-
sions on their present and can be incorporated into family memory for the sake of
that group’s future. And, true or false, these memories of survival, as they are trans-
mitted and shared in the family memory group, come to be a part of that groups
understanding of its past, a part of its identity and an influence on future behavior.
Whatever the case, whether the rational for surviving the horrors of totalitarianism
can be academically verified or debunked, such stories of survival and persecution
become a part of those families and individuals’ identity.

Thus, for the purposes of the larger PhD study of CBOW in Latvia, it is prac-
tically impossible to distinguish if certain repressions against the family or child
took place because of their TR origins, as some subjects rationalize, or if it was
due to the pure randomness of the widespread repressions that the Soviet Union
inflicted. Likewise, it practically impossible to identify if no repressions were ex-
perienced because the origins of the child were hidden. Nonetheless, it can be said
that oftentimes these perceptions and rationalization effected family group identity
and future behavior. That is, while the study has not found any definitive proof that
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the regime conducted repressions against TR CBOW or families for the sole fact of
their father’s origins, many TR CBOW experienced a very real perception that if
exposed they would be the target of repressions. Therefore, it can be observed that
TR CBOW who had their past hidden from the state, through erroneous informa-
tion on their birth certificates for example, often credit such deceptions of the state
as the reason that they avoided repressions.

Keywords: children born of war, totalitarianism, family memory, trauma, crisis
situations
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PRESES IZDEVUMI KA DEZINFORMACIJAS
INSTRUMENTS LATVIJA UN TRIMDA
(20. GADSIMTA 50.-60. GADI)

Viesturs Zanders
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Latvijas jaunako laiku mediju véstures atsevisku posmu un problému izpéte vél
joprojam ir aktuala. Tikai detalizéta publicéto avotu un dokumentara mantojuma
analize lauj iespéjami pilnveértigi analizét procesus un personibas padomju okupé-
taja Latvija, tostarp skaidrojot un izvértéjot ar mediju vidi saistito personu ricibas
motivaciju un vinu darbibas faktiskos rezultatus. Nereti tie nozimigi atSkiras no
publiskaja telpa atrodamajiem subjektivakiem pienémumiem un legendam, kam
pieskirts visparinajuma statuss. Krievijas dezinformacijas politika ir neatnemama
tas geopolitisko intere$u istenosanas sastavdala. Tai ir véra nemama un pietiekami
efektiva pieredze, kas iegiita padomju varas gados. Neraugoties uz butiski maini-
jusos mediju vidi pédéjos gadu desmitos, ir pamats uzskatit, ka Krievija vél arvien
izmanto jau agrak aprobétas dezinformacijas metodes un, iespéjams, padomju laika
dezinformacija iesaistitas vai tas iespaidotas personibas. Digitalizéto preses izdevu-
mu pieejamiba nodro$ina ne tikai jaunas pétniecibas iespéjas dezinformacijas atpa-
zi$anai un apkaro$anai, bet ari vél plagakas dezinformacijas izplatiSanas iespéjas,
jaunam manipulacijam par materialu izmantojot padomju laika presé publicétos
melus un puspatiesibas. Pédéjos gados pieaug pétijumu skaits par Krievijas ietekmi
Latvijas informativaja telpa. V&l aizvien okupétas Latvijas un trimdas mijiedarbe
visdazadakajas jomas ir pétita gan padzilinati, tomér saméra fragmentari (vés-
turnieks Andrievs Ezergailis, valodniece Lilita Zalkalne, literatGrvésturniece Eva
Eglaja-Kristsone u. c.). Témas izpétes nolitkos esmu detalizéti iepazinies ar nozimi-
gakajiem latvie$u trimdas preses izdevumiem (“Laiks”, “Latvija”, “Latvija Amerika”
u. ¢.) un okupétas Latvijas laikrakstiem (“Par Atgrie$anos Dzimtené”, “Dzimtenes
Balss”), ka ari atsevisku trimdas zinatnieku un kultaras darbinieku arhivu materia-
liem (Haralda Bieza un Zana Unama fondi Latvijas Nacionalaja bibliotéka, Pétera
Aigara un Aleksandra Plensnera fondi Latvijas Universitates Akadémiskaja biblio-
teka).

Padomju propagandas iestades ar preses izdevumu starpniecibu centas veicinat
trimdas latvie$u repatriaciju, diskreditét politiski aktivos trimdiniekus un padzili-
nat trimdas sabiedriba objektivi pastavosas pretrunas. Lai istenotu savus mérkus,
padomju iestades izmantoja dazadus kanalus: finansiali un saturiski nodrosinaja
atsevi$ku arpus Latvijas iznakos$u preses izdevumu pastavésanu (“Amerikas Vést-
nesis”, “Viesis” Australija, Eduarda Alaina izdevumi VFR), méginaja ietekmét
vairaku trimdas periodisko izdevumu (zurnali “Tilts”, “Jauna Gaita”) redakcionalo
politiku. Tac¢u viskoncentrétak un ilgstosak (1958-1989) trimdas sabiedribas $kel-
$anu veicinaja laikraksts “Dzimtenes Balss,” kuru izdeva Valsts drosibas komite-
jas satelitorganizacija Latvijas komiteja kultairas sakariem ar tautieSiem arzemés.
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Regulari laikraksta tika iespiestas padomju represivo iestazu pasutijuma publikaci-
jas, butaforiski neisti Latvijas realitates apraksti. “Dzimtenes Balss” méginaja radit
ilaziju par radoso brivibu un latviesu trimdas izdevumu pieejamibu Latvija. Pas-
reizéja izpétes pakape lauj secinat, ka padomju subsidéto un arpus Latvijas izplatito
preses izdevumu nozime bija marginala, tiem bija minimali panakumi padomju
varai sevi$ki nevélamu personu diskreditacija. Tomér nevar noliegt, ka padomju
dezinformacija atstaja savu iespaidu uz trimdas preses atklatibas pakapi, jatami
saSaurindja analitiskas kritikas iespé&jas, respektivi, realu preses brivibu. Politiski
aktiva latviesu trimdas sabiedribas dala centas mazinat padomju dezinformacijas
ietekmi, gan méginot ierobezot padomju propagandas izdevumu izplatibu, gan ra-
dot tai alternativus informacijas resursus. Ja apzinamies, ka Latvijas valstiskums
nav pa$saprotams un neapdraudeéts, nepietiek ar secinajumu, ka masu vésturiska
pieredze Latvijai sniedz zinamas prieksrocibas cina pret Krievijas dezinformacijas
kampanam. Ta ir izmantojama ari Latvijas jaunako laiku véstures pétnieciba un
sabiedribas izglito$ana.

Atslegvardi: padomju propaganda, dezinformacija, laikraksts “Dzimtenes Balss”,
preses izdevumi, trimdas latvie$u sabiedriba
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PRESS PUBLICATIONS AS A MEANS
OF DISINFORMATION IN LATVIA

AND IN LATVIAN EXILE COMMUNITIES
(THE 1950s AND 1960s)

Viesturs Zanders

g viesturs.zanders@lu.lv
ORCID: httpS://Orcid.org/OOOO—0002—4231—840X

Exploring specific periods and problems in the recent history of media in Latvia
has not lost its actuality. Only detailed analysis of published sources, as well as
documentary heritage, makes it possible to attain a fully-fledged understanding of
the processes and personalities in Soviet occupied Latvia. This includes clarifying
and estimating the motivations of the figures connected with the media as well as
the real results of their activities. Quite often one can find mismatches between
the real situation and of subjective assumptions, even legends, circulating in pub-
lic discourse which nevertheless have a status of general knowledge. The policy of
disinformation realized by Russia today is an integral part of achieving its geopo-
litical interests. In this respect, Russia can use the considerable, and quite effective,
experience gained in the USSR. Despite significant changes of the media landscape,
there are reasons to believe that during the last decades Russia has continued to
use the disinformation techniques of its past, as well as the individuals who were
involved in the Soviet era disinformation campaigns and those who are still under
their influence. The availability of digitized versions of the printed press provides
not only new research possibilities aiming to recognize and counteract disinfor-
mation but also - no matter how strange it may sound - those that assist in the
dissemination of disinformation. Namely untruths and half-truths published in the
Soviet era can be used for fresh manipulations. In recent years, there is a growing
number of studies concerning Russia’s influence on the informative space in Lat-
via. However, while the interactions between the communities in occupied Latvia
and those in exile are now being researched in more depth, this is still done in a
fragmentary way (historian Andrievs Ezergailis, linguist Lilita Zalkalne, literary
historian Eva Eglaja-Kristsone and other). By exploring this topic, detailed insights
on the most significant press publications of the Latvian communities in exile have
been attained (Laiks, Latvija, Latvija Amerika u.c.), as well as from the newssheets
in occupied Latvia (Par Atgriesanos Dzimtené, Dzimtenes Balss) and from the ar-
chives of several scientists and public intellectuals in exile (funds of Haralds Biezais
and Zanis Unams in Latvian National library, funds of Péteris Aigars and Alek-
sandrs Plensners in Academic library of Latvian University).

The Soviet propaganda machinery used press publications in its efforts to en-
courage repatriation, to discredit the politically active members of the exiled com-
munities and to deepen the internal contradictions inherent in the communities
of those exiled. To achieve these goals different channels were used: the provision
of financial and content support to several newssheets published outside Latvia
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(Amerikas Vestnesis (USA), Viesis (Australia), papers published by Eduards Alainis
(the Federal Republic of Germany)), as well as by trying to influence the editorial
policy of some periodicals in exile (magazines Tilts, Jauna Gaita). However, the
most insistent and lasting (1958-1989) efforts to split the communities in exile were
made by the sate run newspaper Dzimtenes Balss, which was published by a satellite
organization of the KGB, the Latvian Committee for Cultural Relation with Coun-
trymen abroad (1958-1989). The newspaper regularly published texts imposed by
the Soviet repressive authorities, including fake descriptions of life in Soviet Latvia.
Dzimtenes Balss aspired to create an illusion about creative freedoms in Latvia and
the availability of materials published in exile. The current level of research allows
one to conclude that the impact of the press publications subsidized and distributed
outside Latvia by the Soviet authorities was marginal. And, that the efforts to dis-
credit some persons unacceptable to Communist power were of minimal success.
However, one cannot deny, that Soviet disinformation had some influence concern-
ing the degree of media freedom in the communities in exile, e.g. narrowing signifi-
cantly the capability for critical analyses, thereby abating real press freedom. The
politically active fraction of Latvian society in exile tried to reduce the influence of
Soviet disinformation - seeking to restrict the distribution of Soviet propaganda
publications as well as creating alternative information resources. Considering that
the statehood of Latvia is not an absolute certainty, that our nation is not completely
safe, it is not enough to simply declare that historical experience gives Latvia some
advantage in the battle with Russian disinformation campaigns. This experience
must also be used in educating the public and when exploring recent events.

Keywords: Soviet propaganda, disinformation, the newspaper Dzimtenes Balss,
press publications, Latvian communities in exile
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MELU DAUDZVEIDIBA UN ETIKA
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Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu pétniecibu tradicionalajos un digitalajos medijos
padara skaidraku un atvieglo ikdiena un kultara plasi lietotais melu jédziens. Meli
ir nepatiesas, sagrozitas un maldinosas informacijas komunikacija. Ka komunika-
tivs un izteikti interaktivs fenomens meli pastav ar noltiku parliecinat un ietekmeét.
Melu kaitéjums un bistamiba demokratijai izpauzas dezorientéjosa iedarbiba, pro-
ti, brivas un autonomas lem$anas un komunikacijas deformacija. Kaut gan meli
deformé istenibas godigu, patiesu un uzticamu atveidojumu, tomér to publisks
lietojums, izplatiba un ietekme gan vésture, gan musdienas atzistama par ievéroja-
mu. Uz to noradijis vacu filozofs Fridrihs Nice (Friedrich Nietzsche), saskatot melu
komunikativa un ietekméjosa spéka céloni ne tikai dezinforméjosa darbiba un sa-
zvérestibu vérps$ana, bet ari cilvéka akla gataviba ticét un neparvaramaja tieksme
tikt maldinatam (Nice 2007, 57). Gatavibai ticét un atzit dezinformaciju par patiesu
seko atbilsto$a riciba, kas apgriitina mediju un socialas ekosistémas stabilitati un
attistibas iespé&jas. Tapéc pétnieciba ir svarigs gan atsevisku meligu veidojumu un
safabricéjumu atmaskojums, gan visparinosas zinasanas attieciba uz melu arhi-
tektaru un funkcionésanu sabiedriba. Melu interaktivais, komunikativais aspekts
aplakojams gan no individuala, organizacijas vai kolektiva melu sniedzéja, gan no
adresata ticibas un gatavibas sekot meliem, tos atbalstot. “Kada ir at$kiriba starp
parliecinato un apmanito?” jauta Nice un atbild: “Nekada, ja vien vins$ ir labi apma-
nits.” (Nice 2007, 5)

Nemot véra melu bistamo deforméjoso efektu un kaitniecisko ietekmi uz uz-
ticamu un brivu komunikaciju, melu konstatéjumam un atmaskojumam paliga
saukta zinatne un tehnika. Ta, pieméram, Dzeimsa Makenzi (James Mackenzie,
1853-1925) melu detektors (1899-1900) ar nepartrauktiem uzlabojumiem ir kalpo-
jis patiesibas noskaidro$anai. Miisdienas, kad, pateicoties interneta un socialo tiklu
komunikacijai, papladinas arl nepatiesas un maldino$as informacijas izplatiSana,
kas 1pasi bistama krizes situacijas, melu izplatibai ar dazadam sekmém seko gan
interneta platformas (YouTube, Facebook u. c.) un mediju zinu dienesti (LSM.lv),
gan globali un atsevisku valstu faktu parbaudes institati. Latvija meligu faktu un
apgalvojumu dezinforméjoso ietekmi censas mazinat Re:Baltica faktu parbaudes
un socialo tiklu pétniecibas laboratorija Re:Check, Arlietu ministrijas Stratégiskas
komunikacijas projektu grupa, LSM.lv un citas instittcijas. Kas attiecas uz atsevis-
ku nepatiesu un meligu faktu parbaudi, dazkart pétnieciba gan apsaubits to efekts:
viltus zinu izplatiSanas atrums un ietekme nav salidzinama ar post factum patiesi-
bas skaidrosanas ilgumu, ka to pierada ASV prezidenta Donalda Trampa (Donald
Trump) gadijums (Skewes 2018).

Projekta “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas
pieredzes parlako$ana” ietvara referata pievérsta uzmaniba melu daudzveidibai un
to moralajam vértéjumam. Vienlaikus akcentéta probléma, ka pétnieciba vajinat
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un novérst melu ietekmi, atsevisku gadijumu analizi papildinot ar izaicinajumu
identificét jaunas melu transformacijas un funkcioné$anu digitalaja demokratija.
Referata analizétas divas melu iedarbibas izpausmes - melu neitralizacija un melu
normalizacija. Melu normalizacija, veidojot pieradumu, apgriitina melu neitrali-
zaciju. Melu normalizacijas sakara uzsvérta, pirmkart, lingvistiska stratégija, ipasi
eifemismu izmanto$ana, lai apsléptu melu bistamo saturu; otrkart, melu atkar-
to$ana, pieradinot pie sagrozitas patiesibas; treskart, nokluséjot melu moralas un
demokratijai bistamas sekas un efektu. Melu ietekmes neitralizacijas kopsakara
uzsvérta pirmam kartam melu arhitektaras un komunikacijas izzina, atsevisku ga-
dijjumu padzilinata analize, ka arl mediju pratibas un visparéja intelektuala limena
un izglitosanas loma sabiedriba. Analizéjot dezinformacijas étiku, pievérsta uzma-
niba melu daudzveidibai. Pétnieciba noradits uz 34 empiriskiem gadijumiem, kas
kvalificéjami ka viltus zinas, tostarp apzinati safabricéts saturs, foto manipulacijas,
reklamas materials, propagandas maldinajums, parodija utt. (Tandoc et al. 2018).
Blakus apzinatai bistamu melu izplatianai minami ambivalenti vértéjamie pielau-
jamie meli, ja tie sniedz islaicigu pragmatisku labumu individam (glabjosie meli
veselibas apripé) vai sabiedribai (mazina paniku krizes gadijuma, atvieglo policijas
darbibu noziegumu izmeklésana) u. c. Melu morala aspekta skaidrojumam izman-
tojama daudzdimensionala pieeja, pievérsot uzmanibu gan nepatiesajam saturam,
krapnieciskajam un maldino$ajam nodomam, ipasi partiju populisma un vélésanu
kampana, gan maldinosai funkcionésanai un nekritiskai pienemsanai un talak iz-
platisanai medijos.

Atslegvardi: meli, melu daudzveidiba, melu verifikacija, melu normalizacija, melu
neitralizacija
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Research on disinformation and conspiracy in traditional and digital media clari-
fies and facilitates the notion of lies, which is widely used in everyday vernacular
and cultural life. Lies are the communication of false, distorted and misleading in-
formation. As a communicative and highly interactive phenomenon, lies exist with
the intent to persuade and influence. The damage and danger to democracy of lies
manifests in its disorienting effects, namely the distortion of free and autonomous
decision-making and communication. Although lies distort the fair, truthful and
reliable representation of reality, their public use, prevalence and influence, both
historically and today, are significant. This has been noted by the German philoso-
pher Friedrich Nietzsche, in his observations of the communicative and influential
power of lies not only in disinformation and the development of conspiracies, but
also in the individual’s blind readiness to believe and in their insurmountable ten-
dency to be deceived (Nice 2007, 57). The willingness to believe and acknowledge
misinformation as true is followed by appropriate action, which hampers the stabil-
ity and development potential of the media and the social ecosystem. Therefore, it is
important for research to expose both false formations and fabrications, as well as
provide general knowledge about the architecture and functioning of lies in society.
The interactive, communicative, aspect of lies can be viewed both from the indi-
vidual, organizational or collective provider of lies, as well as from the recipient’s
faith and readiness to follow the lies by supporting them. “What is the difference
between a confident and a deceived person?” Nietzsche asks and replies, “Nothing
unless he is well deceived” (Nice 2007, 5).

Given the dangerous distorting effects of lies, and their detrimental effects on
reliable and free communication, science and technology have been used to help
detect and expose lies. For example, James Mackenzie’s (1853-1925) lie detector
(1899-1900), with continuous improvements, serves to clarify the truth. Nowadays,
when the dissemination of false and misleading information, which is especially
dangerous in crisis situations, is expanding thanks to internet and social network
communication, the spread of lies and their repercussion is monitored by numer-
ous internet platforms (YouTube, Facebook, etc.), media news services (LSM.lv) and
both global and national fact-finding institutes. In Latvia, Re: Baltica fact-checking
and social network research laboratory Re: Check, the Strategic Communication
Project Group of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, LSM.lv news analysis and other
formations try to reduce the effects of disinformation, false facts and allegations.
As for the examination and exposure of certain false facts and lies, research has
sometimes questioned its effectiveness: the speed and impact of the spread of false
news is not comparable to the length of post factum illumination of truths, as dem-
onstrated by the case of US President Donald Trump (Skewes 2018).
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Within the framework of the project “Jeopardizing Democracy through Dis-
information and Conspiracies: Reconsidering Experience of Latvia,” the report
focuses on the diversity of lies and their moral evaluation. At the same time, the
problem of how to weaken and prevent the effects of lies in research is emphasized,
supplementing the analysis of individual cases with the challenged of identifying
new transformations and functions of lies in a digital democracy. The report analy-
ses two manifestations of lie exposure — lie neutralization and lie normalization.
The normalization of lies creates a habit, makes it difficult to neutralize lies. With
regard to the normalization of lies, emphasis has been placed, firstly, on a linguistic
strategy, in particular the use of euphemisms to conceal the dangerous content of
lies, secondly, the repetition of lies, becoming accustomed to distorted truth, and,
thirdly, to the concealing of the moral and democratic consequences and effects of
lies. In connection with the neutralization of the impact of lies, emphasis is placed,
first of all, on the knowledge of lie architecture and communication, in-depth
analysis of individual cases, as well as societies media literacy, the general level of
intelligence and the role of education.

In analysing the ethics of disinformation, attention is paid to the diversity of
lies. The research identifies 34 empirical cases that qualified as false news, including
deliberately fabricated content, photograph manipulation, promotional material,
propaganda deception, parody, and so on (Tandoc et al. 2018). Alongside the delib-
erate spread of dangerous lies are ambivalent, permissible, lies; those that provide
a short-term pragmatic benefit to the individual (‘rescue lies’ in health care) or to
society (cases where lies reduce panic in the event of a crisis, facilitate police action
in criminal investigations, etc.). A multidimensional approach is used to explain
the moral aspect of lies, focusing on false content, fraudulent and misleading inten-
tions, especially in party populism and election campaigns, as well as misleading
functions and uncritical acceptance and dissemination of false facts within the
media.

Keywords: lies, lie diversity, lie verification, lie normalization, lie neutralization
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Témas aktualitate saistas ar visas postkomunistiskajas ES dalibvalstis pédgja
desmitgadé novérojamo demokratijas sanslidi (backsliding) jeb dekonsolidaciju,
kas dalai pétnieku jau liek uzskatit Ungariju par valsti ar autoritara tipa politisko
rezimu. So procesu pirmsikumi mekléjami ari sistémtransformacijas noriseés,
it Ipasi privatizacijas un politisko partiju sistémas veidosanas gaita 20. gadsimta
90. gadu pirmaja pusé. Sistémtransformacija Latvija (1985-2004) aptver Latvijas
elites — galvenokart tas ekonomisko un politisko interesu grupu - vaditos politis-
kos un ekonomiskos, ka ari socialos un kultaras procesus, kuros norisinajas vietéja
autoritara socialistiska reZima nomaina ar “izsledzos$u® (ekskluzivu) parlamentaro
demokratiju, tika atjaunota neatkariga nacionala Latvijas valsts, un tas ekonomi-
ka, veidojoties funkcionéjosai tirgus ekonomikai, ieklavas kapitalistiskaja pasaules
ekonomika atbilstosi savai veiktspéjai starptautiskaja darba daliSana pasaules tirgi.
Kops$ 20. gadsimta 90. gadu vidus Latvijas politiskas demokratijas institaicijam -
parlamentam un valdibai - un Ipasi politiskajam partijam ir konstanti negativi
uzticamibas reitingi. So problému pétniecibas un praktiskas risinasanas aktualitati
milsdienas ietekmé neoliberalas ekonomiskas politikas un globalizacijas problé-
mas, pasaules kartibas krize, sabiedribu aptvero$a mediatizacija, digitalizacijas
paatrinato publiska viedokla fragmentaciju ieskaitot. Ar sistémtransformacijas
ilglaicigajam sociali ekonomiskajam un sociali politiskajam sekam, mediatizacijas
procesiem un publiska viedokla fragmentaciju saistitu starpdisciplinaru politiskas
komunikacijas pétijumu, kas ietvertu demokratiska politiska rezima dekonsolida-
cijas aspektus, Latvija ir loti maz. Sisttmmainas un plasakais sistémtransformacijas
laika periods promocijas darbos komunikacijas zinatné tiek apziméts ka “padomju
laiks”, perestroikas un “Atmodas laiks”, “Latvijas tre$a atmoda” vai “perestroikas
un pécpadomju periods”. Promocijas darbos politikas zinatné pétits “populisms
Latvijas politisko partiju diskursa”, ka ari “postpadomju polittehnologijas”. Politis-
kas komunikacijas problematikai pievérsies tikai politologs Visvaldis Valtenbergs
sava 2010. gada aizstavétaja promocijas darba “Interneta politiskas komunikacijas
nozime atklatibas un elektroniskas demokratijas attistiba”. Politisko lidzdalibu un
politisko attieksmju attistibu “postkomunistiskajas zemés” pétijusi sociologe Inta
Mierina. Pétijumi Rietumeiropa un Ziemelamerika liecina, ka politisko zinu iegu-
ves avotu pirmajas lomas joprojam ir televizija un socialie mediji, kamér drukatie
jeb mantojuma (legacy) mediji - Zurnali un avizes - spélé stipri pakartotu lomu,
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tatad ari politisko zinaganu veido$anas procesa. Latvijas mazskaitligo kadru par-
tiju un tapéc kadru demokratijas situacija nozimiga loma viedoklu formés$anas un
politiskas komunikacijas procesos joprojam ir drukatajiem privatajiem medijiem —
nedélas zurnaliem “IR” un “Sestdiena”, ka ar1 dienas laikrakstiem “Diena” un “Lat-
vijas Avize”. Sistémtransformacija tajos joprojam tiek raksturota ka nacionala at-
brivosanas jeb, lietojot politiskas folkloras jédzienu, ka “Tre$a atmoda”. Mediati-
zacijas procesi tiek interpretéti parsvara no medijpratibas jeb mediju pedagogijas
pozicijam, publiska viedokla raksturo$anai tiek izmantoti aptauju firmam pasutitie
dati. Demokratijas krizes problematika tiek ignoréta, aizstajot to ar “varas partijas”,
“ricibnespéjiga valdiba” un lidzigiem raméjumiem, kas ietekmé uzticé$anos demo-
kratiskajam institacijam un valdibu veidojo$ajam partijam. Akadémiska analize
tiek pielauta atsevi$ku gadjjumu komentaros, bet ne politiskas komunikacijas pro-
cesu izvertéjuma. Turpmakas izpétes mérkis butu noskaidrot, cik mérktiecigi un
sistematiski, drizak - haotiski un patvaligi, tiek izmantoti stratégiskie ramé&jumi
un stratégiska rameésana, lai veicinatu kadu konkrétu politisko mérku sasnieg$anai
vélamo rezonansi lasitdjos un, iespéjams, ietekmétu citu mediju dienaskartibu.

Atslegvardi: sistémtransformacija, mediatizacija, publiskais viedoklis, stratégiskie
raméjumi, politiska komunikacija, mantojuma mediji
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The topicality of the subject relates to the backsliding of democracy has been ob-
served in all post-communist EU Member States over the last decade, where some
researchers consider Hungary to be a country with an authoritarian political re-
gime. These processes have their origins in systemic transformations, particularly
in privatization and the formation of the political party system in the first half of the
1990s. The system’s transformation in Latvia (1985-2004) covers the political and
economic processes led by the Latvian elite, mainly its economic and political inter-
est groups, as well as the social and cultural processes that led to the replacement
of the local authoritarian socialist regime with an “exclusionary” (exclusive) parlia-
mentary democracy. Additionally, in this process the economy was restored to the
capitalist world economy, according to its performance in the international division
of work on the world market. Since the mid-1990s, Latvian political democracy in-
stitutions, such as the parliament and especially political parties, have consistently
negative credibility ratings. The topicality of this research and the practical solv-
ing of these problems nowadays is influenced by neoliberal economic policy and
globalization problems, including the crisis of the world order, the mediatization
surrounding society and the accelerated fragmentation of public opinion spurred
on by digitalization. There is very little interdisciplinary political communication
research in Latvia related to the long-term socio-economic and socio-political con-
sequences of system transformations, the processes of mediatization and the frag-
mentation of public opinion, which would include aspects of deconsolidation of the
democratic political regime. The period of systemic change and the broadest system
transformation periods in communication science’s doctoral theses are referred to
as the “Soviet time,” the period of perestroika and “the time of Awakening,” the
“Third awakening” or “perestroika and the post-Soviet period.” Doctoral theses in
political science explore “populism in discourse of Latvian political parties,” as well
as “post-Soviet political technology.” Only political scientist VisvaldisValtenbergs
in his dissertation (2010) has addressed the problem of political communication.
Political participation and the development of political attitudes in “post-com-
munist lands” has been studied by Inta Mierina. Research in Western Europe and
North America showing that television and social media maintain the primary role
as political news sources, while printed or heritage (legacy) media - magazines and

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parliko3ana” 37


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9742-949X

newspapers — play a very subordinate role, therefore so does the process of develo-
ping political knowledge. In Latvia, with small-numbered staff parties and there-
fore in the situation of a staff democracy, such printed private media as the weekly
magazines “IR” and “SestDiena,” as well as the daily newspapers “Diena” and “Lat-
vijas Avize” are still playing a crucial role in shaping public opinion. The transfor-
mation of the system in these sources is still described as a national liberation, or
using the concept of political folklore, as “the Third awakening.” The mediatization
processes are interpreted mainly from media literacy or media pedagogy positions,
while data commissioned from survey firms is used to describe public opinions.
The issue of the crisis in democracy is being ignored and replaced by such frames
as “power parties,” “incapacitated government” and the like, which affect trust in
democratic institutions and government-forming parties. Academic analysis is al-
lowed in case-by-case comments, but not in the evaluation of political communica-
tion processes. Further research would aim to find out how targeted and systematic,
or rather, strategic frames and strategic framing is used in a chaotic and arbitrary
way to promote the desired resonance among the audiences of readers, to achieve
specific political objectives and to possibly influence the agendas of other media.

Keywords: system-transformation, mediatization, public opinion, strategic frames,
political communication, legacy media
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Pédéjos 50 gados pasaulé strauji pieaug cilvéku un lidz ar to lauksaimniecibas un
mildzivnieku skaits, kas vienlaikus palielina pieprasijjumu péc kvalitativas un ne-
kaitigas partikas un dzivnieku baribas. Lai apmierinatu $o pieprasjjumu, ne tikai
japalielina partikas un baribas razo$anas jaudas, bet ari javeic pasakumi, kuru
meérkis ir garantét, lai partika un bariba, kas nav nekaitiga, netiktu laista tirga.
Svarigi ir nodrosinat, ka pastav sistéma ar partikas nekaitigumu saistitu problému
identificésanai un to risinasanai, tadéjadi radot priek$noteikumus iekséja tirgus pa-
reizai darbibai un cilvéku un dzivnieku veselibas aizsardzibai. Vairakas viena otrai
sekojosas partikas un baribas krizes ir pieradijusas, ka neveiksme jebkura partikas
un baribas aprites posma var izraisit nozimigas sekas sabiedribas veseliba un eko-
nomika. Par partikas un baribas nekaitigumu joprojam sakotnéji atbild partikas
un baribas nozares komersanti. Partikas drosibai ir jabut svarigakajai komersanta
prioritatei. Gadijumi, kad konstatéta partikas un baribas neatbilstiba nekaitiguma
prasibam, gust plasu rezonansi medijos un sabiedriba, bieZi partopot pat skandalos,
rada lielus ekonomiskus zaudéjumus, maina patérétaju paradumus un reizém atstaj
dazada smaguma sekas uz cilvéku vai dzivnieku veselibu. Nereti ar $adiem skan-
daliem negodigi komersanti censas ietekmét tirgu sava laba, izspéléjot negodigas
konkurences karti un izliekoties, ka pret viniem celtie iebildumi ir izdomajums un
ka to dara konkurenti, kuri vélas ieriebt komersantam. Zaudétajs diemzél ir sabied-
riba, kurai ir grati saprast, kam ticét un uzticéties. Sa apskata mérkis ir apkopot
un izanalizét pieejamo informaciju ar sunu baribu saistitaja megaesophagus/poli-
neiropatijas (ME/PNP) uzliesmojuma suniem Latvija 2015.-2016. gada un izdarit
secinajumus par dezinformacijas ietekmi uz sabiedribas viedokla veidosanu. Ana-
lizéjot neatkarigas pétnieku grupas iegutos pieradijumus katra pétijuma posma un
baribas razotaja ricibu un komentarus katra $a gadijuma posma, noveértéta sabied-
ribas (patérétaju) attieksme pret o baribas krizi, razotaju, tiesvedibas iznakumu un
zinatniekiem kopuma. 2015. gada pavasari Latvijas veterinararsti zinoja par nepa-
rasti lielu ME/PNP gadijumu skaitu, un tika sakti vairaki pétijumi, lai apturétu $o
uzliesmojumu, izpétitu slimibu un veiktu gadijjumu monitoringu. Pétijumu gaita
atklats, ka ME/PNP uzliesmojuma galvenais riska faktors ir konkréta sunu bari-
bas razotaja produkcijas izédinasana majdzivniekiem. Par to tika zinots razotajam,
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valsts institGcijam un informéta sabiedriba. Ta¢u baribas razotajs $adus apgalvo-
jumus nosauca par mulkibam, noliedza saslim$anas gadijumu esamibu, apvainoja
pétniekus datu falsifikacija un saka tiesvedibas procesus pret pétniekiem un cietuso
sunu ipa$niekiem. Sabiedriba aktivi akceptéja razotaja viedokli un uztveéra so skan-
dalu ka konkurences cinu pret vietéjo razotaju. 2016. gada otraja pusé, noslédzoties
visiem pétijuma posmiem, tika ieguti pieradijumi, ka konkréta sunu bariba ir ciesi
saistita ar ME/PNP uzliesmojumu, bet raZotajs turpinaja apgalvot, ka i ir organi-
zéta launpratiga nomelnosanas kampana ar mérki radit kaitéjumu Joti veiksmigam,
stabilam uznémumam, tadéjadi atbrivojot vietu importa produktam. Sabiedribas
viedoklis saskélas, un liela dala uzskatija, ka razotajs tiek apmelots. Valsts institaci-
jas nerikojas izlemigi, atstajot komunikaciju starp komersantu un pétniekiem vinu
pasu zina. Partraucot suniem izédinat $o baribu, ME/PNP uzliesmojums beidzas,
un slimibas gadijjumu skaits atgriezas iepriek$éja limeni. Noslédzoties tiesvedi-
bas procesam, kura atzits, ka pétnieki rikojusies atbildigi, godpratigi pildot savus
pienakumus, dala sabiedribas bija parliecinata par pétijumu patiesumu, bet dalas
sabiedribas viedoklis joprojam svéras par labu sunu baribas razotajam. Tadéjadi,
noniecinot zinatniskos sasniegumus un pétijumu rezultatus, izplatot dezinforma-
ciju, razotajam izdevas parliecinat dalu sabiedribas noliegt neapgazamus pétijumos
iegutus faktus, graujot sabiedribas uzticibu zinatnei un veterinararstu profesiona-
litatei, un So viedokli neizdevas mainit pat tiesas léemumiem par labu pétnieku gru-
pas dalibniekiem un dzivnieku ipasniekiem. Sis gadijums uzskatami atspogulo, ka
kampanveidigi izveidotais sabiedribas viedoklis ar sazvérestibas teoriju palidzibu
ir noturigs un to ir arkartigi grati mainit, pat ar neapstridamiem pieradijjumiem.
Turklat tas pierada, ka sazvérestibas teoriju popularitate sabiedriba var radit ilgsto-
$u sabiedribas veselibas apdraudéjumu, kura dé] veselibu un dzivibu zaudét var gan
cilvéki, gan dzivnieki.

Atslegvardi: dezinformacija, sunu bariba, partikas nekaitigums, partikas skandals,
megaesophagus
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In the last 50 years the world’s population has increased and, proportionally, farm
and companion animal populations have increased as well, leading to an expanded
need for high quality and safe foods for people and safe feed for animals. To satisfy
these demands, it is necessary to increase food and feed production capacity as well
as to adopt measures aimed at guaranteeing that unsafe food is not placed on the
market; to ensure that systems exist to identify and respond to food safety problems
so as to ensure the proper functioning of the internal market and the protection of
human and animal health. Several consecutive feed and food crises have shown that
failures at any stage in the feed and food chain can have important economic conse-
quences and an impact on human health. Primary responsibility for feed and food
safety rests with the relevant business operator and it must be an important priority
for them. Cases when feed and food doesn’t meet safety requirements often provoke
a reaction in the public media, spreading dissatisfaction and outrage widely in so-
cial media, often reaching the status of a scandal concurrently leading to economic
losses, changes in consumers habits, and in some cases leaving variably severe im-
pact on the health of animals and humans. Often, in these scandals, dishonest food
and feed operators try to influence the market to suit their own interests by playing
the card of “unfair competition” and pretending that objections raised against them
are unsubstantiated, that they are fabricated by their competitors who want to harm
their business. Unfortunately, the major loser in such cases is society, which cannot
understand who is telling the truth and whose message can be trusted. The goal of
this review is to collect and analyse available information about commercial-dog-
food-associated outbreaks of megaesophagus/polyneuropathy (ME/PNP) in dogs
in Latvia from 2015-2016 and determine what was the impact of disinformation
on public opinion. Analyzing the evidence obtained by an independent team of
researchers at each stage of the study and the food manufacturer’s actions and com-
ments at each stage of the outbreak, the public’s (consumers’) attitude to the food
crisis, the manufacturer, the outcome of the court proceedings and the scientists
were assessed. In the spring of 2015, Latvian veterinarians reported an unusually
high number of ME/PNP cases, and several studies were launched to investigate the
disease, stop the outbreak, and monitor existing cases. The research revealed that
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the main risk factor for the ME/PNP outbreak was the use of a particular brand
dog food produced locally in Latvia. These findings were reported to the manufac-
turer, public authorities and the public in general. However, the food manufacturer
responded by calling these allegations nonsense, by denying the existence of the
disease, by accusing the researchers of falsifying the data and by initiating legal
proceedings against the researchers and the owners of the sick dogs. The public was
receptive to the viewpoint of the food manufacturer and perceived this scandal as
a competition against the domestic producer. At the end of all the phases of study,
in the second half of 2016, evidence was found that the dog food in question was
closely linked to the ME/PNP outbreak, but the manufacturer continued to claim
that this was an abusive defamation campaign aimed at harming a very successful,
stable, company. Public opinion was divided, but a large portion of society believed
that the producer was being slandered. State institutions did not act decisively,
leaving communication between the merchant and the researchers. With the ces-
sation of feeding this food, the ME/PNP outbreak ended and the number of cases
returned to previous levels. At the end of litigation, which found that the research-
ers and veterinarians had acted responsibly in carrying out their professional duty
in good faith, a part of the public was convinced about the research results, while
another part of the public still weighed in favor of the dog food manufacturer. Thus,
by disparaging scientific advances and research results, disseminating disinforma-
tion, the manufacturer managed to persuade part of the public to deny irrefutable
research findings, undermining public confidence in science and veterinary profes-
sionalism, and even the rulings of the Court of Latvia in favor of the researchers
and animal owners. This case demonstrates that the spread of campaign-based
conspiracy theories in the public is persistent and extremely difficult to change,
even with conclusive evidence. Moreover, it can lead to a protracted public health
hazard, resulting in the loss of health and loss of life in humans and animals.

Keywords: disinformation, dog food, food safety, food scandal, megaesophagus
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Slimibas uzliesmojumi, kas saistiti ar partiku un skar nozimigu sabiedribas dalu, ir
augliga augsne viltus zinam un sazvérestibas teorijam. Sadu slimibu uzliesmojumu
izpéte un rezultatu izskaidro$ana sabiedribai var bat komplicéta, jo ipasi tad, kad
konkrétu céloni jeb ierosinataju (toksinu, infekciozu ierosinataju) neizdodas atrast,
bet saikni ar baribu apliecina epidemiologiskas analizes dati. Sabiedriba un pastar-
pinati ari par sabiedribas un dzivnieku veselibu atbildigas iestades ir ieinteresétas,
lai uzliesmojums maksimali atri tiktu likvidéts. To ir iespéjams izdarit tikai tad, ja
operativi tiek atrasts célonis un apturéta kaitiga faktora izplatiba. Tomeér produktu
atsauk$ana un to izplatibas ierobezo$ana ir saistita ar nozimigiem ekonomiskiem
zaudéjumiem, tapéc, uzliesmojot ar partiku saistitai slimibai, vérojama ekono-
misko, politisko un sabiedribas veselibas interesu sadursme. Sie procesi ir lidzigi
norisém, kas vérojamas patlaban, kad Covid-19 izplatiba pieprasa ierobezojumus
biznesam, it ipa$i tirismam un restoraniem. Ar komercialo baribu saistita mega-
esophagus (baribas vada dilatacija) uzliesmojuma izpéte suniem Australija lauj
analizét razotaja publisko retoriku un salidzinat to ar ietekmi uz kopéjo uzliesmo-
juma apjomu, sunu ipasnieku reakciju un politiku ricibu. So datu pretnostadne ar
lidzigas izcelsmes slimibas analizi Latvija lauj izdarit secinajumus par razotaja un
sabiedrisko organizaciju tirazéto sazvérestibas teoriju ietekmi uz sabiedribas veseli-
bu. Australijas sunu megaesophagus uzliesmojums bija saistits ar kompanijas Mars
meitas kompanijas Mars Petcare Australia razoto baribu Advance Dermocare, kas
tika razota izplatiSanai Australija un Jaunzélandé. To atklaja epidemiologiska iz-
péte, ko veica Melburnas Universitate, un $ie dati kluva zinami plagakai sabiedribai
2018. gada decembri. Pirmie signali par iespéjamo slimibas saikni ar baribu tika
sanemti 2017. gada novembri un decembri, kad megaesophagus tika diagnosticéta
seSiem no 60 Viktorijas policijas suniem un vienigais vienojo$ais faktors bija tiem
dota bariba — Advance Dermocare. Tika veikta vietéja méroga izmeklésana, kura
iesaistijas Melburnas Universitate un Mars veterinarie specialisti, tacu netika in-
formeéta ne sabiedriba, ne PetFAST platforma (organizacija, kurai veterinararsti
zino par majdzivnieku slimibu incidentiem, kas varétu bat saistiti ar baribu). Ne-
viena sakotnéja izpéte bariba neatrada novirzes, kas izskaidrotu slimibas raganos.
2018. gada marta vienlaikus tika atklati vél dazi megaesophagus gadijumi suniem,
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kas baroti ar Advance Dermocare, ka ari presé paradijas apraksts par reto slimi-
bu - megaesophagus, kas skarusi policijas sunus. 2018. gada 23. marta Mars Petcare
Australia publicéja Advance Dermocare atsaukumu, pamatojot to ka soli drosibas
deé] (precautionary), bet apliecinot, ka bariba nav atklatas novirzes, kas izskaidrotu
slimibas rasanos. Kompanija izplatija pazinojumu gan medijos, gan interneta un
aicinaja parstat barot sunus ar Advance Dermocare un to atdot atpakal razotajam.
Pazinojuma patérétajus aicinaja vérsties pie kompanijas, lai iegiitu kompensa-
ciju, un zinot par megaesophagus gadijumiem Mars, Melburnas Universitatei vai
PetFAST. No 2018. gada aprila lidz junijam uzliesmojuma identificéto gadjjumu
skaits turpinaja pieaugt, sasniedzot vairak neka 145 sunus. Sunpu iIpa$nieki bija
neapmierinati ar Mars Petcare Australia 1éno ricibu un pieprasija veikt Senata iz-
meklésanu. Ta notika no 2018. gada junija lidz augustam. Sunu ipa$nieki pieprasija,
ka ir nepiecieS$ams stingraks baribas reguléjums, neatlaujot razotaja pasregulaciju,
kas bija spéka lidz tam. Vini uzstaja ari, ka saskana ar atbildigu ricibu un rapém
par dzivniekiem Mars Petcare Australia bija publiski jazino par potencialo saikni
starp baribu un slimibu jau 2017. gada decembri. 2018. gada decembri noslédzas
Melburnas Universitates vaditais epidemiologisks case-control pétijums, kura tika
noskaidrots, ka saslim$anas risks suniem, kas baroti ar Advance Dermocare, bija
437 reizes lielaks neka suniem, kas baroti ar citu baribu (odds ratio, OR; vértiba,
kas lielaka par 20, norada uz loti cie$u sakaribu). Tikai péc $a rezultata paradisa-
nas presé Mars Petcare Australia atzina, ka vinu produkta patiesam ir kaut kas veél
neatklats, kas izraisijis sunu saslim$anu. Kompanija apsolija turpinat izmeklésanu
un veidoja ekspertu grupu, kas izvértéja visus lidz $im iegatos datus, lai izdaritu
secinajumus par iespéjamiem saslim$anas céloniem, turpmakajiem pétijumiem un
ricibu nakotné, ja $adi uzliesmojumi atkartotos. Kopuma Mars Petcare Australia
retorika uzliesmojuma gadijuma vértéjama ki uzmaniga, neuzkrito$a un sameéra
nogaidosa, tomér atbildiga: kompanija saka brivpratigu produkta atsauksanu, ak-
tivi iesaistijas izmekléSanas procesa, ripéjas par kompensacijam slimibas skarto
sunu saimniekiem un sekméja izpétes procesu, lai novérstu lidzigu incidentu ra-
$anos nakotné. Mars riciba bija diametrali pretéji razotaja ricibai Latvija, kad ra-
zotajs (“Tukuma Straume”) izplatija apzinati nepatiesas zinas gan par slimibu, gan
tas izmeklé$anu, nebridinaja sunu saimniekus un brivpratigi neatsauca produktu.
Australijas uzliesmojums bija islaicigs (5-6 meénesi) un beidzas péc produkta at-
saukuma, savukart Latvija slimibas uzliesmojums ilga vairakus gadus un beidzas
tikai tad, kad kritas produkta pardosanas apjoms un izmainijas pats produkts. Pé-
tjjumu rezultati Australija un Latvija bija identiski — epidemiologiski apstiprinata
cie$a saikne starp baribu un slimibu, bet netika atrasts konkréts célonis vai faktoru
kopums bariba. Australijas uzliesmojuma razotajs kooperéjas un sadarbojas ar
univeristates pétniekiem, bet Latvija razotajs izplatija sazvérestibas teoriju, apvai-
noja veterinararstus par datu safabricé$anu un sabiedribas informésanu un saka
tiesvedibu pret veterinararstiem. To sekméja politiska aizmugure, ko nodrosinaja
Zemkopibas ministrija un Lauksaimniecibas organizaciju sadarbibas padome. Ta-
déjadi nekompetenta razotaja riciba, ko akcepté un piesedz pie varas esosi politiki,
kopa ar iespéju uzpirkt medijus, var ilgstosi apdraudét (majdzivnieku un/vai vinu
saimnieku) veselibu. Slimibas uzliesmojuma apturésana Australija bija efektivaka,
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jo informacijas apmaina starp Mars un veterinararstiem bija profesionala un péc
batibas, tadéjadi neradot augsni sazvérestibas teorijam un dezinformacijai.
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Food-related outbreaks affecting a significant portion of society are fertile ground
for false news and conspiracy theories. Investigating outbreaks of such diseases and
explaining the results to the public can be complicated, especially when a specific
cause or agent (toxins, infectious agents) cannot be found, but the link with food
is confirmed by epidemiological analysis. It is in the interest of the public and,
indirectly, of the authorities responsible for public and animal health, that the
outbreak is eradicated as soon as possible, which can only be done if the cause is
found promptly and the spread of the harmful factor is stopped. However, product
recalls and restrictions on distribution involve significant economic losses, lead-
ing to a conflict of economic, political and public-health interests in a food-related
outbreak (such conflicts of intereses can also be seen in the Covid-19 restrictions
on various businesses, especially tourism and restaurants). Research on a food-
related megaesophagus (esophageal dilatation) outbreak in dogs in Australia allows
the manufacturer’s public rhetoric to be analyzed and compared with the impact
on the overall outbreak, the reaction of dog owners and the actions of politicians.
Contrasting this data with the analysis of a disease of similar origin in Latvia al-
lows conclusions to be drawn about the public health impact of conspiracy theories
circulated by the producer and public organizations. The outbreak of Australian
canine megaesophagus was linked to Advance Dermocare, a food produced by Mars
Petcare Australia, a subsidiary of Mars, which was produced for distribution in
Australia and New Zealand. This was demonstrated by an epidemiological study
carried out by the University of Melbourne, which became available to the general
public in December 2018. The first indications of a possible link between the disease
and food were received in November-December 2017, when megaesophagus was
diagnosed in 6/60 Victorian police dogs and the only unifying factor was the food
fed to them - Advance Dermocare. A local investigation involving the University
of Melbourne and Mars veterinarians was carried out, but neither the public nor
the PetFAST platform (an organization to which veterinarians report incidents of
pet diseases that may be related to feed) was informed. None of the initial studies
found abnormalities in the feed that would explain the onset of the disease. At the
same time, in March 2018, a few more cases of megaesophagus were discovered in
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dogs fed with Advance Dermocare, and a description of a rare disease, megaesopha-
gus, which affected police dogs, appeared in the press. On March 23, 2018, Mars
Petcare Australia published a voluntary recall of Advance Dermocare justifying it
as a precautionary step, but confirming that no anomalies have been identified in
the food to date that could explain the onset of the disease. The company issued a
statement both in the media and on the Internet calling for the public to stop us-
ing the feed and for them to return Advance Dermocare. The public was to contact
the company for compensation and report any cases of megaesophagus to Mars,
the University of Melbourne or PetFAST. In April-June 2018, the number of cases
identified in the outbreak continued to grow, reaching> 145 dogs. In response, dog
owners were dissatisfied with the hitherto slow action of Mars Petcare Australia and
demanded a Senate inquiry, which was held from June to August 2018. Dog owners
insisted on the need for stricter food regulations, not satisfied with the exisiting
policy of self-regulation by the manufacturer. They also contended that, in line with
responsible animal welfare and care, Mars Petcare Australia should have publicly
announce the potential link between food and disease as early as December 2017.
An epidemiological case-control study led by the University of Melbourne was
completed in December 2018, which found that dogs fed Advance Dermocare had
a 437 times higher risk of developing the disease than dogs fed other diets (odds
ratio, OR; a value > 20 indictes very tight relationship). Yet, it was only after this
result appeared in the press that Mars Petcare Australia acknowledged that there
was indeed something undiscovered in their product that had caused the dogs to
become ill. Thereafter, the company promised to continue the investigation and set
up a team of experts who would evaluate all the data obtained so far and conclude
on possible causes, as well as further research and future action in the event of a
recurrence of such outbreaks. In general, the rhetoric of Mars Petcare Australia in
the event of an outbreak can be described as careful, inconspicuous and relatively
wait-and-see but overall responsible: the company initiated a voluntary recall, ac-
tively participated in the investigation, compensated the owners of the affected dogs
and facilitated an investigation process to prevent similar incidents in the future.
The actions of Mars were diametrically opposed to the actions of the producer in
Latvia, as the producer (Tukuma Straume) deliberately spread false information
about both the disease and its investigation, did not warn the dog owners and did
not voluntarily recall its product. As a result, the Australian outbreak was short-
lived (5-6 months) and ended after the product was recalled, while the Latvian
outbreak lasted for several years and ended only when sales of the product fell and
the product was changed. The results of the studies in Australia and Latvia were
identical - an epidemiologically confirmed close link was established between the
feed and disease, but no specific cause or set of factors was found in that feed. In the
Australian outbreak, the producer cooperated and collaborated with investigators
at the university, but in Latvia the producer spread a conspiracy theory, accused
veterinarians of fabricating data and spreading it among the public, and initiated
legal proceedings against veterinarians. Moreover, such actions were facilitated by
the political backing provided by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Cooperation
Council of Agricultural Organizations. Thus, the politically backed actions of an
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incompetent producer, coupled with the possibility of co-opting the media, can re-
sult in long-term health risks for pets and/or their owners. Halting the outbreak in
Australia was more effective because the exchange of information between Mars
and veterinarians was professional and substantive. This case, unlike in Latvia, did
not create fertile grounds for conspiracy theories and disinformation.

Keywords: conspiracy theories, public health, disease outbreak, public rhetoric,
megaesophagus
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Neskaidribu un satraukuma laika sabiedriba pieaug nepiecieSamiba péc kvalita-
tivas un uzticamas informacijas. Koronavirusa infekcija un ar to saistita ietekme
uz iedzivotaju ikdienu kluva par nopietnu parbaudijumu visdazadakajos aspektos,
ipasi informativaja vidé socialajos medijos, kur saka strauji izplatities dazadu veidu
maldinosa un neparbaudita informacija. Akadémiskaja literatara izskir maldinosu
informaciju, kas izveidota un izplatita bez manipulativiem vai launpratigiem nodo-
miem, un dezinformaciju, kas ir apzinati (biezi organizéti) méginajumi manipulét
ar informaciju ekonomisku vai politisku iemeslu dé] vai vienkarsi izjaucot publis-
kas komunikacijas procesus (UNESCO 2018). Klasificéjot nepatiesas informacijas
snieg$anas veidus, tikai dazi autori iz$kir sazveérestibas teorijas ka svarigu jedzienu
un atsevi$ku informativa lauka fenomenu (Kapantai et al. 2020). Sazvérestibas teo-
rijas ir definéjamas ka stasti bez faktu bazes, jo tam nav patiesibai noteikta pamata.
Tajas parasti svarigie notikumi tiek skaidroti ar valdibu vai ietekmigu individu
slepenu sazvérestibu (Zannettou et al. 2018). Sazvérestibas teorijam ir Cetri rakstu-
rojosi lielumi: eksisté grupa, kas darbojas slepeniba, lai ietekmétu institucijas, uzur-
pétu varu, sléptu patiesibu vai gatu labumu uz kopiga labuma rékina. Tadéjadi var
noteikt formulu, péc kuras veidojas sazvérestibas teorijas galvenie elementi: iesais-
titie dalibnieki + konkrétie apstakli + motivacija + cietéji (Uscinski, Parent 2014).
Sazvérestibas teorijam péc nokluséjuma ir griti parbaudit patiesumu vairaku ie-
meslu dé]. Pirmkart, visbiezak tam trikst pieradijumu bazes; otrkart, tas izplata in-
dividi, kas pasi tic to patiesumam; treskart, pieradijumi, kas atspéko sazvérestibu,
tiek uzskatiti par vél vienu sazvérestibas pieradijjumu (EAVI 2018). Tému ir veérts
pétit tapéc, ka Latvija pastav apstakli, kas var likt sabiedribai sliekties ticét sazve-
restibas teorijam. Viens no iemesliem ir zemais uzticéSanas limenis galvenajam
valsts institacijam: Latvijas Republikas Saeimai (19%), valdibai (23%), politiskajam
partijam (7%), valsts parvaldei (27%), amatpersonam (27%) (Eirobarometrs 2021;
SKDS 2021). Tapat fikséts neuzticé$anas pieaugums Latvijas pamatstraumes me-
dijiem - no 36% 2020. gada lidz 48% 2021. gada -, kas ir raksturiga tendence Balti-
jas un Austrumeiropas valstim (Hajdu et al. 2021). Domnicas Providus 2021. gada
veikta aptauja liecina, ka vérojama saistiba starp uzticé$anos citiem cilvékiem un
uzticéSanos Latvijas institacijam - individi, kas neuzticas citiem, biezak neuzticas
ari institiicijam. Salidzinot ar paréjam grupam, ipasi zems uzticéSanas limenis ir
cilvékiem ar pamatizglitibu (apméram 22%). Zinojuma mérkis ir noskaidrot, kadas
ir sazvérestibas teoriju praktiskas izpausmes socialas tiklosanas vietné Facebook
latviesu valodas satura. Ar analizes rika CrowdTangle palidzibu zinojuma vajadzi-
bam tika identificéti portalu Delfi.lv un LSM.lv Facebook popularakie ieraksti, kas
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skar Covid-19 tému 2021. gada janvari, talak analizéjot popularakos komentarus,
kas guva lielako reakciju skaitu. Identificétas tris ar $o tému saistitas galvenas ko-
mentaru grupas, kuras novérotas sazvérestibas teoriju pazimes: koronavirusa testu
veik$ana, vara un bagatiba. Testu veikSanas grupa komentaros tika apgalvots, ka
testiem neuzticas, dati par inficéto skaitu ir falsificéti un diennakti nav iespéjams
parbaudit tik lielu cilvéku skaitu. Komentaru grupa par varu ir fiksétas atsauces
uz aréjiem spékiem, kas kontrolé situaciju pasaulé vai valsti, un ka no §is varas tik
driz neatbrivosies. Ar bagatibu saistitajos komentaros ir norades uz nepieciesamibu
“turét tautu nabadziba, lai vieglak manipulétu”. Analizes rezultati liecina, ka Face-
book sazvérestibu ierakstu autori savas lapas reti veido savus lokalizacijas piemérus,
to dara parsvara lietotaji, komentéjot mediju ierakstus socialaja tiklo$anas vietné
Facebook. Komentaros vietéjas zinas, ko publicé mediji, tiek interpretétas kontek-
sta ar tobrid izplatitam sazvérestibas teorijam. lerakstos paustajam sazvérestibas
teorijam ir vérojamas savstarpéjas pretrunas interpretacijas un faktos, kas nereti ir
paskaidroti rakstos, ka ari zinasanu trikuma. Atseviskos gadijumos sazvérestibas
teorijas tiek pamatotas ar Latvijas amatpersonu straujo ricibas mainu vai lémumu
nekonsekvenci, kas kluva par pamatu to lokalizé$anai.

Atslégvardi: sazvérestibas teorijas, nepatiesa informacija, socialie mediji, politiska
komunikacija
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In times of uncertainty and anxiety, there is a growing need in society for qual-
ity and reliable information. The coronavirus infection and the associated impact
on the daily lives of the population became a major challenge in various aspects,
especially in the information environment on social media, where various types
of misleading and unverified information began to spread rapidly. Academic lit-
erature distinguishes between misinformation, created and disseminated without
manipulative or malicious intent, and disinformation, which are deliberate (often
organized) attempts to manipulate information for economic or political reasons
or to simply disrupting public communication processes (UNESCO 2018). Accord-
ing to the summary on the classification of false information, only a few authors in
this field distinguish conspiracy theories as an important concept and a separate
phenomenon in the information field (Kapantai et al. 2020). Conspiracy theories
can be defined as non-factual stories because they have no established basis for
truth. In them, important events are usually explained by a secret conspiracy by
the government or influential individuals (Zannettou et al. 2018). Conspiracy
theories have four characteristics: there is a group operating in secret to influence
institutions, which usurps power, hides the truth, and benefits at the expense of
the common good. Thus, a formula can be determined according to which the
main elements of conspiracy theory are formed: participants involved + specific
circumstances + motivation + victims (Uscinski, Parent 2014). Conspiracy theo-
ries are difficult to verify by default for a number of reasons. First, they often lack
any evidence base, second, they are disseminated by individuals who themselves
believe in their truth, and third, evidence that refutes the conspiracy is considered
as further evidence of the conspiracy (EAVI 2018). The topic is worth researching
because there are conditions in Latvia that may be conducive for the public’s belief
in conspiracy theories. One of these conditions is the low level of trust in the main
state institutions: trust in the national parliament (19%), in the government (23%),
in political parties (7%), in public administration (27%) and officials (27%) (Eiro-
barometrs 2021; SKDS 2021). Also increasing mistrust in the mainstream media
outlets of Latvia has been observed - from 36% in 2020 to 48% in 2021 - which is
a typical trend in the Baltic and Eastern European countries (Hajdu et al. 2021).
The survey conducted by the Providus think tank in 2021 shows that there is a
connection between one’s trust in other people and their trust in the institutions
of Latvia, where individuals who are less likely to trust others are also unlikely to
trust institutions. Moreover, compared to other groups, people with basic educa-
tion have a particularly low level of trust (around 22%). The aim of this report is to
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find out what are the practical manifestations of conspiracy theories on the social
networking site Facebook. Focusing on content in the Latvian language, with the
help of the analysis tool CrowdTangle, the most popular posts of the news por-
tals Delfi.lv and LSM.Iv on Facebook were identified (which concern the topic of
Covid-19 in January 2021), further analysis was done on the most popular com-
ments (those that received the largest number of reactions). Three main groups
of comments related to this topic have been identified, in which the features of
conspiracy theories have been observed: coronavirus testing, power, and wealth.
In the coronavirus test group, the comments stated that the tests were not trusted,
that the numbers of infected people were “inflated” and that it was impossible to
screen so many people during the day. The commentary group on power contains
references to external forces that supposedly control the situation in the world, or
in the country, and will not relinquish this power anytime soon. Wealth-related
comments point to the need to “keep nations in poverty in order to facilitate ma-
nipulation.” The results of the analysis show that the authors of conspiracy-theory-
related posts on Facebook rarely post their own examples of localization on their
personal Facebook pages, this is mostly done with users commenting on media en-
tries on the social networking platform. In these comments, local news published
by the media is interpreted in the context of the conspiracy theories prevalent at
the time. Conspiracy theories expressed in these records are contradicting in the
interpretations and facts presented in the articles. Moreover, they often display a
lack of knowledge on the subject. In some cases, conspiracy theories are founded
on the inconsistency of decisions and rapid changes in policy of Latvian officials,
which become the basis for their localization.

Keywords: conspiracy theories, false information, social media, political commu-
nication
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Covid-19 pandémija apgrieza ikdienas dzivi kajam gaisa. Majséde un sociala dis-
tancé$anas noziméja, ka lielai dalai sabiedribas, kas pargaja uz attalinato darbu un
macibam majas, batiski samazinajas laika un telpas robeza starp algotu darbu, ma-
jas darbu un apriapes darbu, visam koncentréjoties viena un taja pasa telpa un biezi
vien ari laika (Craig 2020, 684). Covid-19 pandémija ir atklajusi ilgstosu dzimumu
nevienlidzibu darba tirga, ipasi sievieSu koncentraciju elastigakos, darba formu un
laika zina, un lidz ar to nestabilos un parsvara mazak apmaksatos darbos. Pandé-
mija pastiprinaja neapmaksata majsaimniecibas darba slogu (dazos gadijumos ari
vardarbibu), ko sievietes piedzivo majas (Cooper, Mosseri 2020, 464). Kops pan-
démijas vairaki pétljumi ir paradijusi, ka sievie$u karjera, pat ja vinas ir spéjusas
palikt darba vide, ir ietekméta negativi. Amerikas Savienotajas Valstis apkopota
statistika liecina, ka tie$i mates biezak neka tévi aiziet no darba ka aprapétajas, sa-
skaroties ar majas darbu pieaugumu skolu un bérnu apripes iestazu slégsanas dél.
Starp precétiem pariem, no kuriem abi vecaki stradaja attalinati, tiesi mates batiski
samazinaja savu darba laiku, savukart tévu vida darba laika apjoms, stradajot at-
talinati, nemainijas (Landivar et al. 2020, 1). Abi $ie aspekti liecina, ka Covid-19
krize pasliktina eso$o dzimumu nevienlidzibu, kas ilgtermina ietekmeés sieviesu
nodarbinatibu un labklajibu. Raugoties uz situaciju Latvija, pétijumu dati liecina,
ka 31,8% sievie$u radas papildu pienakumi majsaimnieciba Covid-19 arkartéjas si-
tuacijas laika, par 12,4% parsniedzot raditaju virie$u grupa (Vanadzins et al. 2020,
43). Butisks pétijuma secinajums, kas raksturo dzimuma lidztiesibas situaciju maj-
saimniecibas un bérnu apriipé Latvija, — atskiribas pa dzimumiem starp pienakuma
sadali pirms Covid-19 un Covid-19 arkartéjas situacijas laika netiek novérotas. Gan
pirms, gan Covid-19 arkartéjas situacijas laika ar bérnu ikdienas apripi nodarbojas
galvenokért sievietes — sievieSu Ipatsvars attiecigi ir 25,1% un 27,2%, virieSu — 1,9%
un 2,8%. Tatad sievieSu Ipatsvars, kas ikdiena riipéjas par bérniem, vairak neka 10
(1) reizes parsniedz viriesu ipatsvaru neatkarigi no analizéjama perioda (Vanadzin$
et al. 2020, 56). Pétijjumi norada uz ilgtermina sekam: pandémija pastiprina sievie$u
un viriesu nevienlidzibu profesionalo sasniegumu/karjeras izaugsmé, tadéjadi ari
uz iendkumiem un pensijas uzkrajumiem, ka ari uz ekonomisko neatkaribu. Co-
vid-19 pandémija pievérsa uzmanibu dzimumu attiecibam un nodarbinatibas, ma-
jas darba un aprapes sadalijjumam. Daudzam sievietém jau eso$a darba un gimenes
savieno$anas kartiba bija maksimali saspringta un tapéc vértéjama ka neilgtspéjiga,
pandémija $o situaciju padarija vél sarezgitaku (Craig 2020, 690). Pandémija ari
piedava iespé&ju izvértét darba un gimenes savieno$anu dzimumu lidztiesibas zina,
lai izstradatu politiku sieviesu, ipa$i masu, nodarbinatibas atbalstam.

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parliko3ana” 54



Atslegvardi: Covid-19 pandémija, dzimumu lidztiesiba, darba un gimenes dzives
savieno$ana, attalinatais darbs, nodarbinatiba

Atsauces

Craig, L. (2020). Coronavirus, Domestic Labour and Care: Gendered Roles Locked Down. Journal
of Sociology, 56(4), 684-692. DOI: 10.1177/1440783320942413

Landivar, C., Ruppanner, L., Scarborough, W., Collins, C. (2020). Early Signs Indicate That
COVID-19 Is Exacerbating Gender Inequality in the Labor Force. Socius: Sociological Research
for a Dynamic World, 6, 1-3. DOI: 10.1177/2378023120947997

Vanadzins, L, Linde, A., Matisane, L., Paegle, L., Rozentile, S., Grintale, L., Arbidane, I, Litavniece,
L., Lonska, J., Mietule, 1. (2020). Zigojums par dazadu sociali demografisko grupu darba un
privatas dzives saskanosanas iespejam Covid-19 izplatibas mazindsanai noteikto ierobeZojumu
perioda. Riga: Rigas Stradina universitate, Vidzemes Augstskola, Rézeknes Tehnologiju
akadémija.

79. LATVIJAS UNIVERSITATES STARPTAUTISKA ZINATNISKA KONFERENCE
Sekcija “Dezinformacijas un sazvérestibu raditie riski demokratijai: Latvijas pieredzes parliko3ana” 55


DOI: 10.1177/1440783320942413 
DOI: 10.1177/2378023120947997

THE IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
ON GENDER EQUALITY IN 2020

Marita Zitmane

E maritaz@edu.lu.lv
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1672-9520

The Covid-19 pandemic has turned daily life upside down. Home schooling and so-
cial distancing has meant that, for a significant proportion of society who switched
to teleworking and studying at home, the boundaries of time and space, of paid
work, homework and care work, were significantly reduced; they became concen-
trated in a single space and, often, at the same time (Craig 2020, 684). The Covid-19
pandemic has revealed persistent gender inequalities in the labour market, in par-
ticular the concentration of women in more flexible forms of work and work time
and thus in precarious and mostly low-paid jobs. The pandemic exacerbated the
burden of unpaid domestic work (and in some cases violence) experienced by wom-
en at home (Cooper, Mosseri 2020, 464). Since the pandemic, several studies have
shown that women’s careers, even if they have been able to stay in the workplace,
have been adversely affected. Statistics compiled in the United States of America
show that mothers are more likely than fathers to leave their jobs in the face of an
increase in domestic work (due to the closures of schools and childcare facilities).
Among married couples, where both parents worked remotely, it was the moth-
ers who significantly reduced their working hours, while the amount of working
time among fathers did not change (Landivar et al. 2020, 1). Both aspects show that
the Covid-19 crisis is exacerbating existing gender inequalities, which will have a
long-term impact on female employment and well-being. Regarding the situation
in Latvia, research data indicates that 31.8% of women had additional responsibili-
ties in the household during the Covid-19 emergency, which is 12.4% higher than
in the male group (Vanadzins$ et al. 2020, 43). An important finding of the study,
which characterizes the situation of gender equality in the household and childcare
in Latvia, was those substantial differences in the division of responsibilities among
genders before and during the Covid-19 outbreak were not observed. Both before
and during the Covid-19 emergency 25.1% and, respectively, 27.2% of women (1.9%
and 2.8% of men) were responsible for childcare. Consequently, regardless of the
period analyzed, it can be concluded that the proportion of women who provide
daily primary care for their children is more than 10 times higher than the propor-
tion of men (Vanadzins et al. 2020, 56)! In conclusion, research points to long-term
consequences for gender equality: the pandemic exacerbates inequalities in terms
of professional achievement/career development and, therefore, impacts income
and pension savings as well as economic independence. The Covid-19 pandemic
has exasperated and shed light on gender relations, the distribution of employment,
of domestic work and care. For many women, pre-existing work-family arrange-
ments were already stressful to the point of unsustainability and the pandemic
has brought with it significant potential to test and disrupt long-standing patterns
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(Craig 2020, 690). Nonetheless, the pandemic offers an opportunity to assess the
reconciliation of work and family in a gender-sensitive way, to develop policies to
support the employment of women, especially mothers.

Keywords: Covid-19 pandemic, gender equality, reconciling work and family life,
teleworking, employment
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