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ABSTRACT

The Spanish Civil War was a key conflict of the 20% century, marked by international
nature and ideological diversity. This article examines how Lithuanian periodicals of left-
wing parties reflected these ideological aspects from 1936 to 1939. Using S. M. Lipset
and S. Rokkan's Cleavage theory, the research reveals the diversity of Spanish political
groups and the cautious stance of Lithuania’s parties, whose publications were occasion-
ally more radical in comparison but nevertheless showed limited support for Spanish
Anarchism or revolutionary ideals.
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INTRODUCTION

Spanish Civil War in one or another way involved many countries, includ-
ing Lithuania. Its newspapers extensively covered the war and, given con-
flict’s ideological nature, political groups in Lithuania responded accordingly
through their periodicals. At the time, Lithuania was governed by President
Antanas Smetona’s authoritarian regime. Opposition newspapers faced cen-
sorship on internal issues but could discuss international matters relatively
freely and were the only ones to openly support the Spanish Republicans.
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The aim of this article is to examine how the ideological aspects of
the war were reflected in periodicals of Lithuanian political parties favour-
able to the Spanish Republicans from 1936 to 1939. The first part outlines
the ideological positions of the Spanish Republican groups and aforemen-
tioned Lithuanian political parties, drawing on international and Lithuanian
historiography. The second part analyses the newspapers, including Lietuvos
Zinios (“Lithuanian News”) of the Lithuanian Popular Peasants’ Union; Mintis
(“Mind”) and Darbo visuomené (“Working Society”) of the Social Democratic
Party of Lithuania; and illegal publications of the Communist Party of
Lithuania — Tiesa (“Truth”) and Priekalas (“Anvil”), the latter of which
was published in Moscow. Two additional publications, closely linked to
Communist party, Kultiira (“Culture”) and Miisy jaunimas (“Our Youth”), were
also chosen as representing the party’s position. The ideological comparison of
these groups, employing rigorous methodology, and such analysis of newspa-
pers have been underexplored in international and Lithuanian historiography.

In addition to traditional historical methods, the author applies Seymour
Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan’s Cleavage Theory, modified for this
research (Lipset, Rokkan 1967, 1-64). The positions of political groups will
be evaluated across four cleavage spectrums, which historically formed
within national political systems, with one pole representing stability and
the other — change (Fig. 1).

Positions will be assessed on a five-point scale, where 1 represents radical
stability, 2 — moderate stability, 3 — neutrality, 4 — moderate change, and 5 -
radical change. For better comparison, data will be presented in radar charts.

STABILITY * > CHANGE

ETHNIC CLEAVAGE

UNITARISM < > SEPARATISM
RELIGIOUS CLEAVAGE
CLERICALISM < > SECULIARISM
CLASS CLEAVAGE
CAPITALISM / < . SOCIALISM /
INDIVIDUALISM - COLLECTIVISM
SYSTEMIC CLEAVAGE

v

DEMOCRATISM < REVOLUTIONISM

Figure 1. Cleavages of ideological conflict, adapted for analysis, based on
the theory of S. M. Lipset and S. Rokkan

1. attels. Ideologiska konflikta SkelSanas, pielagota analizei, pamatojoties uz
S. M. Lipseta un S. Rokana teoriju
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THE SPANISH AND LITHUANIAN POLITICAL GROUPS

Despite Spain’s long history of statehood, regional divisions led to
complex relations with the central government. The Basques sought full
independence, while the Catalans, also supporting regionalism and anarcho-
syndicalism, were more moderate. Anarchists, the most radical Republican
faction, strongly opposed central government’s oppression. The two
main governing parties of the Republican Spain, the Republican Left and
Socialists, granted autonomy to the Basques in 1936, though likely for mili-
tary aid (Jackson 1987, 10-19, 23, 28, 72-73, 165-166; Jones 1984, 85-88,
92-93; Fusi 1984, 192-199; Payne 2012, 9, 99, 217, 219; Bolloten 2015, 668).
Spanish Communists advocated regional liberation but viewed these regions
as part of the revolutionary process. After the May Days in Barcelona in
1937, Communists repressed Anarchists, calling Catalan autonomy flawed
(Bolloten 2015, 680-681; Payne 2012, 156, 219, 225). Lithuanian parties
held a pragmatic neutral stance. Similarly to governing Republican groups,
in 1926 Lithuanian Popular Peasants’ Union and Social Democrats supported
national minorities for coalition purposes (Tamosaitis 2014, 89; Blazyté-
BauzZiené 2014a, 453; TamoSaitis, Svarauskas 2014, 83-84; Astramskas,
Gaigalaité 1992, 65, 70). Meanwhile, Lithuanian Communists champi-
oned minority rights to destabilise the Nationalist Union’s regime (Daulius
1937, 196-202; §Vilpa 2007, 42-48, 122; Laurinavicius 2014, 465-466).

Most groups in the Spanish Republican faction were secular, though to
varying degrees. Anarchists were the most radically anti-Catholic, attacking
churches and religious communities. Left Republicans and Socialists shared
this view but sought urgent separation of Church and State through legal
means, tacitly supporting or ignoring anti-Catholic violence. Catalans, while
limiting Anarchist violence, expropriated Church property and banned Holy
Mass (Jackson 1987, 58-61, 289-291; Payne 2012, 13-15, 20, 116-117,
128; Sanchez 1987, 37, 61; Jones 1984, 90). Meanwhile Basques, deeply
Catholic despite their separatist pro-Republican stance, preserved religious
freedom and kept churches open (Fusi 1984, 184-186, 192, 198; Sanchez
1987, 74-75; Payne 2012, 116, 219). Communists, adopting a middle posi-
tion, rejected Church influence but, since 1935, seeking Comintern’s new
cautious strategy of popular fronts, encouraged ending attacks to prepare
for later Church-State separation (Preston 1994, 267; Payne 2012, 53;
Bolloten 2015, 232-233). Lithuanian Communists shared this viewpoint,
even seeking unity with Catholics against Fascism (Daulius 1937, 37-39, 48,
123-128). Lithuanian Peasants’ Union and Social Democrats, also during
their governance, supported secular policies similar to Left Republicans and
Socialists, although more moderately (Svarauskas 2014, 280-287; BlazZyté-
Bauziené 2018, 162; TamoSaitis, Svarauskas 2014, 82).
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Anarchists proposed radical socioeconomic policies, advocating for col-
lectivisation and empowering trade unions to establish a classless society.
Whilst Socialists were more cautious and called for gradual nationalisa-
tion, they aligned closely with Anarchist principles. Communists used harsh
rhetoric on collectivisation and nationalisation but were more moderate in
practice, seeking support from the middle class. Left Republicans, directly
representing the same class, tolerated collaboration with the radical left
while balancing it with stability (Preston 1994, 75, 163, 254-255, 267-269;
Jackson 1987, 206-207; Bolloten 2015, 23-24, 232-333; Payne 2012, 13-20,
38, 48, 52-58, 97-101, 173-174, 217-222). In Catalonia, dominated by Left
Republicans and Anarchists, collectivisation was implemented on a large
scale, although protecting large landowners, meanwhile, the Basque region
avoided mass nationalisation of major industries and banks (Fusi 1984, 182-
184, 190; Jones 1984, 90, 101, 110; Payne 2012, 98-99, 219; Jackson 1987,
379). In Lithuania, Social Democrats initially advocated revolution, but later
softened their stance favouring legal methods (Blazyté-Bauziené 2014b,
461-462; Astramskas, Gaigalaité 1992, 63, 67; Laurinavitius, Svarauskas
2014, 449). Lithuanian Communists’ positions resembled those of their
Spanish counterparts (Daulius 1937, 38—40, 133-134, 175-176; Svilpa 2007,
51). The Peasants’ Union also had strong agenda of social justice, but at
the same time a weakness of targeting all groups, including large farmers
(Tamosaitis 2014, 89-90, 92; Blazyté-Bauziené 2014a, 453).

Choosing between democracy and revolution, Anarchists and Socialists
favoured the latter, rejecting parliamentary democracy, advocating vio-
lence to seize power and eliminate opponents, playing key roles in the 1936
revolution. The Republican Left adopted the term “revolution” for their
reforms but remained cautious, collaborating with radical partners empha-
sising control over revolutionary processes. Communists partially used
this stance to gain power through a nominally democratic government,
a facade for the West, and also for this reason repressed Anarchists and anti-
Stalinist Communists (Bolloten 2015, 22-26, 126, 232-233; Payne 2012,
8-21, 30-32, 47-53, 61-62, 80-102, 109, 150-151, 169-176, 221; Preston
1994, 267, 272; Preston 1984, 6-7; Graham 1992, 975-980; Jackson 1987,
17-18, 206). Catalan autonomists allowed revolution but limited it, result-
ing in less violence than in Madrid. In crass contrast, Basques rejected
revolution, whilst also remaining sceptical of democracy (Fusi 1984, 183,
197-198; Jones 1984, 109-110; Payne 2012, 98, 109, 219). In Lithuania,
Communists, despite the new tactics of the Comintern, remained the pri-
mary proponents of revolution, naming the popular fronts as another type
of this process (Daulius 1937, 21-26, 38-45; §Vilpa 2007, 51, 62). Peasants’
Union and Social Democrats, particularly in the presence of autocratic
regime, supported democracy, though the Social Democrats’ commitment
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was clearer (Tamosaitis 2014, 89, 91; Blazyté-Bauziené 2014a, 453; Blazyté-
Bauziené 2014b, 461-462; TamosSaitis, Svarauskas, 2014, 76-77; Astramskas,
Gaigalaité 1992, 61).

LITHUANIAN PERIODICALS

The newspaper of the Lithuanian Popular Peasants’ Union, Lietuvos
Zinios, was one of the oldest and most popular in the country. It supported
the Republicans, though at times with a degree of caution. Upon exam-
ining its content, the ethnic cleavage, as with other Lithuanian newspa-
pers, was not a major focus. While the struggles of Catalans and Basques
for independence were supported, this was often framed as means to aid
Republicans against Nationalists (S. D., 1939, 1; Lietuvos Zinios, 09.02.1937,
9; 27.02.1937, 4; 11.03.1937, 4; 29.04.1937, 1). The periodical was critical of
the Church, but mixed this with other issues, stating it served the capitalists
and opposed democracy. Similar criticism was also expressed by Lithuanian
Communists and Social Democrats, but Lietuvos Zinios also sought to analyse
the reasons of such condition, as seen in article of prominent opposition
politician Petras Leonas, and spoke of Church reform, not its restriction or
abolition (Leonas 1937, 5; Wrza 1936, 3; Simkus 1936, 5; Gallegos Rokaful
1937a, 3; Gallegos Rokaful 1937b, 3—4; Riebeling 1937, 5; Lietuvos Zinios,
01.08.1936, 1; 26.10.1936, 3; 05.03.1937, 5; 23.02.1938, 10). Active discus-
sions of social issues again often intertwined with religious themes, but
overall, Lietuvos Zinios, representing workers’ interests, advocated social
reforms, although not to an extent proposed by the Spanish Anarchists or
Socialists (Wrza 1936, 3—4; Gallegos Rokaful 1937a, 3; Leonas 1937, 5; J. M.
1937, 3; S. D. 1937, 3; Lietuvos zinios, 18.05.1937, 5). Regarding systemic
cleavage, from the onset of the conflict, the periodical strongly supported
democracy, as seen in a reprinted interview with President Manuel Azaia.
However, Lietuvos Zinios ultimately recognised the low probability of democ-
racy even on the Republican side and also sharply criticised revolution-
ary processes, particularly in Barcelona, suggesting that the newspaper
was more anti-revolutionary than pro-democratic (Chamberlain 1936, 3;
Wrza 1936, 3; Lietuvos Zinios, 01.08.1936, 1; 05.08.1936, 1; 23.02.1937, 1;
05.05.1937, 2; 27.07.1938, 4).

Comparing Lietuvos Zinios to the Peasants’ Union, the newspaper more
boldly expressed democratic ideas and advocated support for separatist
regions than the party did for national minority autonomy. Regarding
Spanish factions, the newspaper’s stance, as indicated by the Lithuanian
Communist and right-wing press, was most similar to cautious Communists,
except for their more radical socio-economic ideas and stronger unitarism.



66 Jauno vesturnieku zinatniskie lasijumi X

Ethnic cleavage

5 Lietuvos Zinios
Systemic Religious
cleavage cleavage

Class cleavage
=== Republican Left e=== Communists === Socialists @ Anarchists
= Basques Catalans ==== Popular Peasants “Lietuvos Zinios”
Figure 2. Comparison of positions of the Lietuvos Zinios, the Lithuanian Popular
Peasants’ Union and political groups of the Republican faction

2. attels. “Lietuvos Zinios”, Lietuvas Tautas zemnieku savienibas un republikanu
politisko grupu nostadnu salidzinajums

Some similarities can also be found with the Republican Left, although their
positions were more aligned with the Peasants’ Union. Naturally, the most
distant group were the Anarchists, primarily due to their revolutionary and
socio-economic ideas (Fig. 2).

The Social Democratic press was also less active in its coverage of separa-
tist regions, with Catalonia receiving more attention, notably due to reprinted
memoirs by Andrius Bulota, a political radical who had joined Republican
troops in the region. Despite Bulota’s sentimentality, the press also critiqued
the region for its anarchist tendencies, which it saw as hindering both
the social movement and the Republic’s interests (Bulota 1939, 281; Oriinas
1939, 65-66). The Social Democratic press again mixed the religious and
socioeconomic criticism, expressing it moderately radically. The latter was
discussed more extensively, emphasising workers’ plight, land reform and
criticism of landowners, capitalists and passive Western democracies (Rivera
1936, 16; Girbinis 1939, 22-25; Oriinas 1939, 65-66). The Social Democratic
press was critical of the parliamentary regime as a solution, but in some
instances it supported democratic ideals, affirming the Republic is fighting
for them. However, the revolutionary model was supported most prominently,
even more than Communist popular fronts (Smélitinas 1939, 278-279; Rivera
1936, 16-17; Girbinis 1939, 22-25; Oriinas 1939, 65-66).
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Ethnic cleavage
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cleavage cleavage
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=== Republican Left e COmMmunists e Socialists e Anarchists
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Figure 3. Comparison of positions of the Social Democratic press, the Social
Democratic Party of Lithuania and political groups of the Republican faction

3. attéls. Socialdemokratiskas preses, Lietuvas Socialdemokratiskas partijas un
republikanu politisko grupu nostadnu salidzindjums

The last aspect highlights a difference of the press from the Social
Democratic party, which was more pro-democratic. This unusual support for
revolution was also characteristic of the Left Republicans, whose position is
most similar to the Social Democratic press, except for former’s more intense
criticism of the Church. Significant similarities can also be found with
the Spanish Communists, though they were more moderate concerning revo-
lution and separatism, bringing them closer to the Social Democratic Party.
Meanwhile, the Socialists held more radical revolutionary and socio-economic
views. Unsurprisingly, the groups most distant from the Social Democratic
press were the conservative Basques and radical Anarchists (Fig. 3).

In the Lithuanian Communist press, autonomous regions were occasion-
ally mentioned, particularly Catalonia, emphasising that the region is not
seeking to separate from Spain. Following the events of 1937 in Barcelona,
the press presented significant criticism of anti-Stalinist Communists, whom
they labelled Trotskyists, although this was not accompanied by scepti-
cism regarding separatism, as was the case with the Spanish Communists
(Uzkalnis 1936, 605-611; Silvan 1936, 42-43; Tiesa, 1938, 2). The press
was critical of the Church but also criticised right-wing press reports about
attacks on Catholics, claiming the faithful support the Republic and that
after the war, Republicans will guarantee religious freedom, albeit at
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Figure 4. Comparison of positions of the Communist press, the Communist
Party of Lithuania and political groups of the Republican faction

4. attels. Komunistiskas preses, Lietuvas Komunistiskas partijas un republikanu
politisko grupu nostadnu salidzinajums

the expense of the Church’s political and economic power (Paleckis 1938,
154; Uzkalnis 1936, 605-611; Tiesa, 1937a, 4). In line with the tactics
of popular fronts, the Lithuanian Communist press frequently discussed
socio-economic reforms, though with caution. It supported land reform but
criticised anti-Stalinist Communists’ demands for its implementation on
small farms. This group was also condemned for opposing the middle class,
which went against the strategy of Communist popular fronts (Uzkalnis
1936, 605-611; Tiesa, 1937b, 4; 1937c, 2; 1939, 4). The same collision
with anti-Stalinists prevailed while actively discussing revolution. When
the Communist press reacted to ideas in the Social Democratic press about
the international bourgeoisie as the cause of defeat, it argued the solu-
tion was popular fronts, which were never joined by other members of
the Second International (Tiesa, 1936a, 2; 1936b, 2; Tiesa, 1939, 4).

Comparing the Lithuanian Communist press with its party, the only
difference can be seen in the systemic cleavage — the party was more
favourable to revolutionary ideas and, unlike the press, distanced itself
from the general position of the Comintern. When comparing the press with
Spanish groups, the Communists were naturally the closest, except for their
more rigid unitarism. Once again, the most distant groups were the Basques
and Anarchists (Fig. 4).



Gabrielius Suziedelis. Ideological Reflection of the Republican Faction of .. 69

CONCLUSIONS

The research identified a wide range of Republican groups, with
Anarchists and Basques as the most distant examples. In this context,
Lithuanian parties appeared more moderate and were not comparable to
the Anarchists or even the Socialists. Lithuanian publications occasion-
ally expressed more radical ideas than their respective parties, except for
the Communist press, which more closely adhered to the Comintern’s offi-
cial stance. This underscores the influence of news flow on press ideology,
although Lithuanian publications were less radical than Spanish groups,
and showed less support for Anarchism or revolutionary ideas. Lietuvos
Zinios reflected the position of less radical Communists and focused on
a mixed critique of the Church and capitalism. The Social Democratic press
aligned more closely with the Left Republicans, while Communist press
naturally mirrored the stance of its namesakes. The press of both par-
ties mostly discussed systemic and class-related issues. The research offers
a new perspective on the comparison of Spanish and Lithuanian political
groups, highlighting the varied responses of Lithuanian publications to this
ideological landscape.
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ANOTACIJA

Spanijas pilsonu kar$ bija nozimigs 20. gadsimta konflikts ar starptautisku raksturu
un ideologisku daudzveidibu. Saja raksta aplokots, ka Lietuvas Republikas kreiso par-
tiju laikraksti atspoguloja konflikta ideologiskos aspektus laika posma no 1936. lidz
1939. gadam. Izmantojot S. M. Lipseta un S. Rokana $kel$anas teoriju, pétijums atklaj
Spanijas politisko grupu daudzveidibu un Lietuvas partiju piesardzigo nostaju. To publi-
kacijas dazkart bija radikalas, tacu izradija vien ierobezotu atbalstu spanu anarhismam
vai revolucionarajiem idealiem.

Atslegvardi: republikani, Spanijas pilsonu kar$, Lietuvas Republikas laikraksti, politiskas
grupas, ideologiskas Skelsanas.

KOPSAVILKUMS

Spanijas pilsonu kars$, viens no nozimigakajiem 20. gadsimta militarajiem
konfliktiem, var tikt uzskatits par koncentrétu talaika politisko ideju kopu
sadursmi. Republikani, tapat ka vinu pretinieki, bija ideologiski daudzveidigi
un sanéma starptautisku atbalstu un kritiku, tostarp no Lietuvas. Raksta
merkis ir izpétit, ka republikaniem labveéligo Lietuvas politisko partiju perio-
diskie izdevumi atspoguloja konflikta ideologiskos aspektus laika posma no
1936. lidz 1939. gadam.

Veicot analizi, vispirms apskatitas republikdnu politisko grupu
nostadnes, ka arl Lietuvas partiju — Lietuvas Tautas zemnieku savienibas,
Socialdemokratiskas partijas un Komunistiskas partijas — nostajas. Papildus
tradicionalajam véstures izpétes metodém izmantota S. M. Lipseta un
S. Rokana 3kelSanas teorija, kas pielagota pétijumam.

Pétijums atklaja dazadus republikanu politiskos uzskatus, ka ari Lietuvas
partiju relativo meérenibu. Raksts atspogulo, ka atseviski Lietuvas periodiskie
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izdevumi atkariba no politiskas piederibas, reag€jot uz aré&jiem apstakliem,
savus uzskatus vai nu radikaliz&ja, vai padarija mérenakus. Tas ari izcel]
preses ideologisko saskanosanu ar konkrétam republikanu politiskajam
grupam un nozimigakas politiskas Skel§anas.





