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ABSTRACT

Ensuring high-quality and inclusive education contributes to the development of the talent 
and potential of all learners, by making the right to education available, accessible, acceptable 
and adaptable to ever-changing society. The right to education is a universal right widely 
sanctioned at the international and national level. Despite legal protection, the realization 
encounters obstacles due to the social conditions and economic difficulties of individuals. 
The right to education knows no borders and nationality. Universality of the right to education 
is a prerequisite which require by the state, as the bearer of obligations, the construction of 
different bridges in legislation and policies towards inclusion in education. The paper addresses 
the social inclusion in education as a means to achieve and enjoy the right to education on 
equal bases. The research identifies different marginalised groups and the gaps that exist 
between their right to education and its realization. The dimension of social inclusion will be 
oriented based on the analyses of the key documents, legal framework, policies and strategies 
implemented by Albania. The paper highlights the steps needed to be taken by the state to 
implement inclusion in education, with the aim of enjoying the universal and unlimited right 
to education. Therefore, analyses of inclusive education will serve to take further steps toward 
universal right to education, as an embedded right in international human right law.

Keywords: Albania, educational policies, social inclusion, state obligations, the right to 
education, universal human rights

Introduction 

The right to education is a fundamental human right with an inclusive 
nature. It is legally guaranteed to all without discrimination and it is recognized 
internationally as a universal right since the moment of the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 (United Nations, 1948). The right 
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to education is known to both children and adults in every stage of life. Article 
26 of the declaration, by stipulating that: “Everyone has the right to education”, 
opened the way for the education of young people and adults in addition to 
children (Volio, 1979). Education aims to achieve an adequate standard of living, 
well-being, self-development and protection of human dignity (Beiter, 2006). 

Provisions on education stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights are reaffirmed, reinforced and detailed later through a number of inter-
national instruments of the United Nations and other international organizations 
working in the field of human rights, the right to education and child’s rights. 
However, all the covenants, conventions, declarations and frameworks in the 
field of education highlight the inclusive nature of the right to education, as 
a right that is known to everyone, regardless of the circumstances or factors 
that make individuals different from others (McCowan, 2010; Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 1999; Coomans, 2007).

In order to implement the principles sanctioned in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the United Nations General Assembly adopted two international 
instruments, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
1966) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) on 
1966 (United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966).
The elements of economic, social and cultural rights constitute entitlement to 
receive an education, while the elements of civil and political rights are related 
to freedom in the right to education. Articles 13 and 14 of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights have delineated the right to 
education, highlighting the features of this right (Tomasevski, 2003).

Further guarantees and protection are given to the right to education by a 
number of other international instruments such as the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (United Nations International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1965), the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, 1979) and the Convention on the Rights of children of the United 
Nations (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989). Moreover, 
special attention has been given to inclusive and equal access to education 
through the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education (The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO], Convention 
against Discrimination in Education, 1960). At the regional level, the right to 
education is guaranteed by article 2 of Protocol 1 of the European Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (Council of Europe 
European Convention on Human Rights, as amended) (ECHR), Prot. 1, 1952). 
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Article 2 of the First Protocol of the European Convention on Human Rights: “No 
person shall be denied the right to education” categorically prohibits the denial of 
the right to education, making this right accessible for everyone (Pillai, 2012; 
Miço, 2019).

However, the right to education is not realized in the same way for all regions 
of the world. According to McCowan (2010), about 75 million children are out of 
school altogether – nearly half of these in sub-Saharan Africa – with many more 
having sporadic attendance and dropping out before completion. Even in Europe, 
despite increased policy effort and resources through the European Structural 
Funds to reduce the average of people who leave school early, the progress is 
slow. In 2007 the average EU rate of early school leaving for 18-24-year-olds 
was still 14.8%, 2.8 percentage points lower than in 2000 (Commission of the 
European Communities, 2008). While UNESCO raised the voice for unequal 
distribution of educational resources and opportunities given that an estimated 
258 million children, adolescents and youth, or 17% of the global total, are not 
in school. At the same time, the number of out-of-school children in sub-Saharan 
Africa is growing (UNESCO, 2020). 

Inclusiveness and education for all continue to remain one of the most 
discussed issues of education in Albania as well (Save the Children, 2012; 
Byrne, 2014; Byrne et al., 2021), regardless of the fact that the right to educa-
tion is widely recognized and protected in the legal framework, starting from 
the Constitution of Albania (Constitution of Albania Law of 1998, Pub.  L. 
No. 8417/1998). The Constitution of Albania has considered the right to educa-
tion as one of the basic human rights, categorizing it in the group of economic, 
social and cultural rights. The right to education is guaranteed in equal basis 
for all citizens living in Albania, without discrimination, including in particular 
the persons belonging to the minority groups, foreigners and stateless persons. 
The legal framework in the field of pre-university education, higher education 
and vocational education and training guarantees this right by providing the 
appropriate means to make it available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable 
for all (On Pre-university Education System in the Republic of Albania Law of 
2012, Pub.  L. No. 69/2012; On Higher Education and Scientific Research in 
Institutions of Higher Education in the Republic of Albania Law of 2015, Pub. L. 
No. 80/2015; On vocational education and training in the Republic of Albania 
Law of 2017, Pub. L. No. 15/2017).

Regardless of legal guarantees, the cumulative dropout rate in Albanian 
primary education was 6.8 percent in 2016 (the most recent year for which there 
are international data), more than double the rate in the EU (2.5%) (Institute of 
Statistics, Institute of Public Health, ICF, 2018). According to the data published 
from the Institute of Statistics, UNESCO, the number of out-of-school children in 
2020 is almost doubled in comparison to 2019, reaching 6221 children and 4823 
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adolescents. These data emphasize the need for inclusiveness in education trans-
lated into strategic governmental objectives. According to National Education 
Strategy 2021-2026, the government’s overall goal remains to ensure education 
for all, including equity, equality and non-discriminatory access for children with 
disabilities and children belonging to minorities (Albanian Council of Ministers, 
2021).

Background

In an increasingly diverse society, an important issue to be addressed is 
how human rights and freedoms are respected (Crépeau & Sheppard, 2013). 
Guarantees for the realization of basic human rights in a diversified society imply 
social inclusion of groups that carry the dynamics of culture traditions, ethnic 
and cultural identities, religious and other beliefs, artistic and socio-economic 
ideas, works and concepts (Council of Europe, 2016). Social inclusion is arisen 
as a consequence of social exclusion in society. 

According to different studies, social inclusion is defined as the process of 
improving the terms of participation in society for people who are disadvan-
taged on the basis of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion, or 
economic or other status, through enhanced opportunities, access to resources, 
voice and respect for rights (United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, 2016). Whereas social inclusion in education is related to both society 
and the individual. According to Muijs et al. (2007), on the one hand social 
inclusion can be viewed as the meaningful participatory access of social groups 
and individuals into mainstream society. On the other hand, it can also mean 
the way how different individuals and groups are given recognition for who and 
what they are.

Regardless of the circumstances that limit the individual to enjoy the right to 
education, everyone has the right to participate meaningfully in the respective 
social group to realize this right. This is because the right to education has an 
inclusive nature. Social inclusion in education means that despite a variety of 
factors that bring exclusion, the right to education recognized by the state for 
each individual, will be enjoyed by all. Inclusion and equity in and through 
education require to address all forms of exclusion and marginalization, dispar-
ities and inequalities in access, participation and learning outcomes (UNESCO, 
2016). This requires the will of the state to take multifaceted measures to make 
the right to education accessible to everyone.

According to Graham et al. (2019), a wide range of approaches ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education. They may include enhancing access to quality 
and inclusive mainstream education and training for all learners despite their 
background; promoting more gender-balanced educational choices; using formal 
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and non-formal learning for facilitating the effective acquisition of the language of 
instruction and employment by migrants; promoting civic, intercultural, and social 
competences, mutual understanding and respect, and ownership of democratic 
values and fundamental rights at all levels of education and training; enhancing 
critical thinking, along with cyber and media literacy (Hytten & Bettez, 2011; 
Council of European Union & European Commission, 2015).

While in Albania, the issue of social inclusion in education occupies an 
important place not only in the legal framework (On Pre-university Education 
System in the Republic of Albania Law of 2012, Pub. L. No. 69/2012) but 
also in the national education strategy. According to the Albanian national 
education strategy, inclusion in education, as an integral part of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG4), means the creation of conditions for all boys and 
girls, regardless of abilities and other characteristics, to attend classes together, 
taking care of their individual needs (Albanian Council of Ministers, 2021).
The demand for inclusive education is connected to equal access to education, 
equality between educational paths, an inclusive school environment and 
inclusive teaching methods (Organising Bureau of European School Student 
Union, 2014).

Disadvantaged students are mainly inclined to remain outside the school 
system or to be forced to interrupt school. Studies show that a variety of factors 
influence social exclusion in education, such as gender, socioeconomic groups, 
ability or disability, mother tongues, learning styles and so on (Commission of 
the European Communities, 2008; UNESCO, 2015; Watson, 2009). However, 
regardless of the obstacles that lead to discrimination in enjoying the right to 
education, the role of education is indisputable in overcoming difficulties and 
eliminating the root causes of social isolation (Slijepčević, 2016). According 
to UNESCO (2015), no education target should be considered met unless met 
by all.

Social inclusion in education has become part of the agenda of a number of 
international organizations, anticipating as well the most successful policies to 
eliminate barriers to inclusion in education (UNESCO, 2015; European Union, 
2016; United Nations [UN], 2014). In the focus of the policies, it is the support of 
the school to promote a more inclusive and engaging school culture towards well-
being of the entire school community. Special attention is paid to the children 
with special educational needs and those from disadvantaged backgrounds and at 
particular risk in order to improve the access to inclusive settings and facilitate 
the transitions within the education system and from school to the labour market 
(European Union, 2017).

Developing teaching in a more personalized way through the improvement 
of competencies is considered one of the efficient approaches towards inclu-
sive education. A personalized teaching process together with financial support 
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to schools attracting disadvantaged pupils, will reduce social differences and 
promote school attendance (Commission of the European Communities, 2008).

Inclusion of all learners in quality education from early childhood and 
throughout life is done by providing the necessary support to them according to 
their particular needs, including those from disadvantaged socioeconomic back-
grounds, those from a migrant background, those with special needs and the most 
talented learners. To understand the best approach towards inclusive education, 
it is crucial to review and, where necessary, to improve the existing policies and 
practices in the field of education, training and non-formal learning in order to 
have efficiency (European Union, 2018).

Methodology

The dimensions of social inclusion in the right to education will be analysed 
in the light of international instruments, conventions and treaties approved by 
the United Nations, UNESCO and European organizations, the international and 
European policies, strategies and directives on school development and teaching, 
on school cooperation, social protection and social inclusion by following qual-
itative research method. The analysis will continue with Albanian legislation 
in the field of education, and strategies in the framework of social policies and 
inclusiveness. This article examines the function of documents as a data source 
in qualitative research and discusses document analysis in the context of identifi-
cation of different factors that lead to social exclusion (Bowen, 2009). The docu-
ment analysis will continue with the identification of problems and social groups 
that are excluded or limited from the opportunity to fully enjoy the right to 
quality education, based on the primary field studies of state organizations, inter-
national and local organizations, focusing on the reasons that led them toward 
social exclusion. The article will discuss the appropriate approaches dedicated 
to each specific group, that must be followed by the state as the duty-bearer to 
make education a priority right for everyone. The literature review will highlight 
the strengths and the weaknesses of strategic policy directions and legislative 
changes implemented in Albania, which have an impact on social inclusion in 
education. The analyses will answer to the following research question: what 
are the appropriate political and legislative mechanisms to follow towards an 
education without discrimination in a diverse society?

Results

The difference in the provision of the right to education in Albania has been 
recognized by different analyses of the education system. Differences are noticed 
between rural and urban schools, the quality of teaching staff and the availability 
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of resources. These differences are mainly felt by marginalized groups of chil-
dren, such as Roma, Balkan Egyptians, low-income students, and students with 
disabilities (UNESCO, 2017; Poni, 2013; Taraj, 2018) affecting social exclusion 
or dropping out of school (UNESCO, 2015).

Although, various studies in Albania, supported from the respective legisla-
tion, have identified more categories of children of different social groups, who 
are at risk of being excluded from the right to education (Miço & Zaçellari, 2021). 
We can mention children isolated due to blood feud (People’s Advocate, 2014; 
Meçe, 2017) or those who have dropped out of school, children from low-income 
families, children who live in deep mountainous areas, girls in areas with a back-
ward mentality and other social problems, children out of parental care, children 
who are victims of domestic violence accompanied or not with the loss/removal 
of parental responsibility, street children and those who work, children in conflict 
with the law, migrant children and asylum seeker children, etc. (Miço, 2019; 
UNICEF, 2010; People’s Advocate, 2015). The exclusion of these children from 
obtaining the right to education comes not only as a result of economic burden, 
but also due to the belonging to a certain minority group, (ex. Roma children), 
due to the lack of appropriate measures for life security from blood feud or other 
human rights and freedoms that affect the enjoyment of the right to education, 
due to labour migration or asylum, or due to backward mentality (the case of 
children living in conflict zones or in deep rural areas). 

For each of these risk factors that endanger social inclusion in education, 
appropriate measures should be taken to make the child who belongs to that 
group, part of the school community. The measures should be multi-planned with 
the aim of solving in a sustainable way the inclusion of children in education.

The summary presented in the Table 1, shows the category of children at risk 
for social exclusion in education, the specific needs, the legal approach and the 
alignment of the measures with the Education 2030 Incheon Declaration, towards 
inclusive education.
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Table 1. The summary of governmental approaches towards social inclusion in education

Priority target Issues Guidelines The approach Education 
2030 Incheon 
Declaration 
(2016)

1
Children of 
compulsory 
school age who 
have either 
dropped out 
of school or 
interrupted 
school 
attendance

School dropout;
Irregular attendance.

Law no. 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Instruction no. 29, dated 
02.08.2013, of the Ministry of 
Education and Science, “On 
the procedures for following 
part-time basic education”.

“The second chance” 
is an educational 
program, which 
serves to reintegrate 
children till 17 
years old, who 
have dropped out 
of school in the 
educational process.
The school year 
for these children 
is expected to last 
less than the normal 
duration, offering 
a reduced learning 
process.

Second 
chance/re-
entry program. 

2
Hidden children 
for the education 
system

The children belong 
to the age of 
compulsory basic 
education (up to 16 
years), who have 
never attended 
educational 
institutions 
and may not be 
equipped with 
an identification 
number. These 
children are easily 
found on the streets 
when they should be 
in school.

Law no. 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Joint order “On the approval 
of the regulation for the 
implementation of the 
cooperation agreement 
dated 02.08.2013, “On the 
identification and registration 
in school of all children of 
compulsory school age”. 

Engagement of 
education, health, 
and internal affairs 
structures in the 
process of tracking 
and identifying 
registered and 
unregistered 
children in 
educational 
institutions with 
the aim of access to 
school.

Elimination of 
barriers.

3
Children isolated 
as a result of 
the blood feud 
phenomenon

Children isolated as 
a result of the blood 
feud phenomenon 
do not participate 
in the educational 
process, since their 
lives are in danger 
if they leave the 
house.

Law no. 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania” 
Instruction “On the 
procedures for the education 
of isolated children due to 
blood feud”.

Method of providing 
the educational 
process outside of 
school, with limited 
time, in the homes 
of isolated children 
due to blood feud.

Special 
measures for 
education 
content.
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Priority target Issues Guidelines The approach Education 
2030 Incheon 
Declaration 
(2016)

4
Children who 
are in detention 
and prison 
institutions

Interruption of 
the educational 
process of children 
who are in conflict 
with the law and 
the socialization of 
children.

Code of Criminal Justice for 
Minors”
Law 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”.

Education of minors 
in conflict with 
the law, through 
education even as a 
compulsory measure 
to be followed 
minors, either as an 
obligation imposed 
by the court in the 
form of attending 
compulsory 
education or 
an educational 
program.

Second 
chance/re-
entry program.

5
Roma and 
Egyptian children

Lack of access to 
education for Roma 
children;
Segregation.

Law “On the protection of 
national minorities in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Law 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Instruction no. 34, dated 
8.12.2004, of the Ministry 
of Education “On the 
implementation of the project 
“Second chance” for the 
education of pupils who have 
dropped out of school and 
pupils stuck due to blood 
feud”.
Instruction no. 6, dated 
29.03.2006, of the Ministry of 
Education and Science, “On 
school registration of Roma 
students who do not have a 
birth certificate”.
Decision No. 107, dated 
10.2.2010, of the Council 
of Ministers, “On the 
publication, printing, 
distribution and sale of 
textbooks of the pre-university 
education system”.

Easing the economic 
and administrative 
barriers of Roma 
families, in order 
for the children to 
attend school;
Providing 
scholarships/food 
quotas for Roma 
students throughout 
the school year.

Second 
chance/re-
entry program;
Elimination 
of cost, 
health and 
administrative 
barriers;
Provision of 
school meals.

Table 1. Continued



846TO BE OR NOT TO BE A GREAT EDUCATOR, 2022

H. Miço. The Dimensions of Social Inclusion in the Right to Education

Priority target Issues Guidelines The approach Education 
2030 Incheon 
Declaration 
(2016)

Decision no. 298, dated 
19.05.2021, of the Council of 
Ministers, “On the approval 
of the pilot project “On 
measures to promote learning, 
attendance and progress of 
the students of the 9-year 
school ‘Naim Frashëri’ Korçë, 
for the school year 2021-
2022”.

6
Children with 
disabilities

Need for adapted 
education, with 
equal access 
according to the 
needs of children 
with disabilities.

Law 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Decision no. 837, dated 
03.12.2014, of the Council of 
Ministers “On the recognition 
of sign language in the 
Republic of Albania, published 
in the Official Gazette no. 190, 
2014, 
Instruction no. 38, dated 
07.10.2014 of the Ministry of 
Education and Sports, “On the 
criteria of assistant teachers 
for students with disabilities 
in public institutions 
of pre-university education”; 
Order no. 195, dated 
25.4.2016, of the Ministry 
of Education and Sport “On 
the approval of the document 
“Education and training of 
teachers for inclusiveness – 
Profile of the inclusive 
teacher”
Guideline of the Agency 
for Quality Assurance in 
Pre-University Education 
(2020). On the realization of 
the subject program and the 
evaluation of the students 
during the home learning. 

The integration of 
children in general 
public education, 
the presence of an 
assistant teacher 
during the teaching 
process with special 
knowledge to 
treat children with 
disabilities and the 
creation of a suitable 
environment.

Special 
measures for 
education 
content;
Teacher 
training on 
inclusive 
education.

Table 1. Continued
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Priority target Issues Guidelines The approach Education 
2030 Incheon 
Declaration 
(2016)

7
Refugee and 
asylum seeker 
children

The inclusion of 
refugee and asylum-
seeking children 
in the educational 
system and the need 
for a more suitable 
education for them.

The Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms. 
(1950) and the First Protocol 
of the Convention (1952). 
UN Convention relating to the 
Status of Refugees 28 July 
1951. 
The law no. 10/2021 “On 
asylum”, 
Law 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Decision of the Council of 
Ministers, “On determining 
the minimum living conditions 
and social conditions for 
international protection 
applicants”.
Instruction no. 10, dated 
10.05.2021 of the Ministry 
of Education and Sport, “On 
registration and support 
in public pre-university 
educational institutions 
of children of persons in 
migration / asylum situation, 
refugees, unaccompanied 
foreign children, children 
returning from emigration, 
from areas of conflict or 
children, victims of trafficking, 
in the Republic of Albania”.

The inclusion 
of children into 
the mainstream 
education. The 
right to education 
is provided 
conditionally, in 
accordance to the 
status of children. 
In the case of 
international 
protection, the 
right to education 
is limited only to 
children.

Individual 
educational 
teaching plan; 
assistance 
in learning 
and teaching 
materials; 
Elimination of 
administrative 
barriers.

8
Returned 
migrants’ children

The inclusion of 
returned migrants’ 
children in the 
educational system 
and the need for 
a more suitable 
education for them.

Law 69/2012 “On pre-
university education in the 
Republic of Albania”;
Instruction No. 44, dated 
21.8.2013 of the Ministry of 
Education and Science, “On 
determining the criteria and 
procedures for the eqivalence 
of the diploma in pre-
university education 

Drafting of a special 
curriculum for the 
Albanian language 
in order to help 
the children of the 
returned migrants, 
as well as the 
organization of 
summer schools

Individual 
educational 
teaching plan; 
assistance 
in learning 
and teaching 
materials; 
Elimination of 
administrative 
barriers.

Table 1. Continued
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Priority target Issues Guidelines The approach Education 
2030 Incheon 
Declaration 
(2016)

of students coming from 
abroad”.
Instruction no. 10, dated 
10.05.2021 of the Ministry 
of Education and Sport, “On 
registration and support 
in public pre-university 
educational institutions 
of children of persons in 
migration / asylum situation, 
refugees, unaccompanied 
foreign children, children 
returning from emigration, 
from areas of conflict or 
children, victims of trafficking 
in the Republic of Albania”.

for this purpose 
(Zaçellari & Miço, 
2019).

Discussion

As discussed above, the groups at risk of social exclusion in Albanian educa-
tion are helped by different approaches, some of which are similar to the meas-
ures provided by the Education 2030 Incheon Declaration. As part of the strat-
egies that promote inclusion in education, other measures have been provided 
to ensure that no child is left out of the education system, such as the provision 
of school meals/nutrition and health services, inclusive school facilities and 
language policies to address exclusion (Education 2030 Incheon Declaration, 
2016).

However, not every measure taken by the state serves to social inclusion in 
education. In the context of isolated children due to blood feud, the establish-
ment of the educational mechanism where the teacher goes two or three times 
a week to one of the isolated families to partially explain variety of subjects 
held in school, is more an attempt to offer a partial educational process, than 
to create social inclusion in education for this group. Children remain excluded 
from their age group by not being part of regular teaching and learning. In 
this way, they neither manage to feel secure in enjoying life, nor participate in 
the educational process in a full and regular way, nor feel included in teaching 
process (Meçe, 2017). Moreover, in relation to this category of children, it is 
necessary to work towards increasing the educational role through redesigning 

Table 1. Continued
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the teaching programs and educational activities with the spirit of tolerance, 
against self-judgment, blood feud and revenge (People’s Advocate, 2015).

The provision of food (meal) for Roma children in “Naim Frasheri” elemen-
tary school located in the south eastern part of Albania, has increased the segre-
gation of Roma children, who instead of feeling more included in the school, they 
feel isolated within the community. Regarding this issue, the European Court of 
Human Rights has found the Albanian government guilty of segregating Roma 
and Egyptian children at a school in Korca in the country’s south (Case of X and 
Others v. Albanian (Applications no 73548/17 and 45521/19).

On the other hand, the inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream 
education, without implementing the legal requirements for assistant teachers, 
has not helped the children to feel included in classroom or in learning process 
(Save the Children, 2012). Starting from 2020, the necessary legal framework 
began to be implemented for licensing the teachers in change of taking care of 
children with disabilities. This process was also accompanied with the opening 
of the assistant teacher positions, especially for helping children with disabilities 
to integrate into the learning process and class community (Albanian Ministry of 
Education and Sport, 2019).

Moreover, despite the fact that nine groups of citizens are legally recognized 
as national minorities (On the protection of national minorities in the Republic of 
Albania, Pub. L. No. 96/2017), only a few of them may exercise the right to learn 
the language of the minority. The lack of teaching, both in the language of the 
minority and in the Albanian language, excludes these children from belonging 
to the class within the context of the diversity they carry.

It is necessary to identify the children according to the specific group, by 
understanding the level and type of obstacle regarding their inclusion in educa-
tion. For this, it is necessary to track the children in time, and to understand the 
follow-up of each one’s problem. In order to plan the inclusion of each child in 
education in the framework of the diversity that the child carries, it is required 
to find the mechanisms that serve for inclusion in education each specific cate-
gory of children. The adaptation of the right to education according to the needs 
of special social groups makes possible the full realization of this right in the 
context of the current social diversity.

Conclusions

The need to address social inclusion in education comes as a result of the 
increasing diversity of society both at the global and national level. The paper 
has identified different social groups that are most likely to be inclined towards 
social exclusion in education, emphasizing the conditions that lead towards the 
lack of enjoyment of the right to education. The analysis of marginalized groups 
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highlighted the specific needs of each group, the legal framework that serves as a 
tool to achieve social inclusion in education, as well as the comparison of specific 
Albanian policy approaches with those provided for in international strategic 
documents such as the Education 2030 Incheon Declaration.

During the analysis, it is highlighted the need for cross-sector policies and 
plans consistent with the overall 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in 
order to address the social, cultural and economic barriers that deprive children 
of education and quality learning.

Through the research and analysis of the organizations that deal with the 
protection of human rights in Albania, the need to have multi-dimensional plans, 
together with multiple approach solutions was emphasized in order for the policy 
discourse to focus on specific policies for equal access to quality education. 

Under the light of the first principle of the European Pillar of social rights, 
which states that: “Everyone has the right to quality and inclusive educa-
tion, training and life-long learning  ...”, the social inclusion in education will 
strengthen social cohesion and will serve the children to have positive and inclu-
sive common sense of belonging in society.
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